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Edmonton, 

February  20th,  1960. 


To  the  Honourable  J.  Percy  Page, 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Alberta. 


Sir: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Report  of  the 
Department  of  the  Provincial  Secretary  for  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  1959. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  RUSSELL  PATRICK, 
Provincial  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DEPUTY  MINISTER 


The  Honourable  A.  R.  Patrick, 
Provincial  Secretary, 

Edmonton,  Alberta. 


Sir: 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  the 
Provincial  Secretary  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1959.  The 
report  covers  the  various  activities  of  the  department  during  the  calendar  year 
and  these  are  set  forth  in  the  branch  reports  which  follow.  Comparative 
figures  showing  the  revenue  of  the  department  for  the  past  three  successive 
fiscal  years,  and  the  revenue  of  the  Department  of  Economic  Affairs  for  the 
same  three  years,  are  set  forth  in  the  Table  of  Fiscal  Year  Revenue  found  on 
page  seven  of  this  report. 

At  the  1959  session  of  the  Legislature  the  Department  of  Economic 
Affairs  Act  was  repealed  and,  as  at  September  1st,  1959,  the  various  branches 
and  activities  of  this  department,  with  the  exception  of  the  Industrial  Develop¬ 
ment  Branch,  were  transferred  to  the  administration  of  the  Provincial 
Secretary.  The  branches  and  activities  so  added  to  the  Provincial  Secretary's 
Department  are: 

The  Cultural  Activities  Branch 
The  Film  and  Photographic  Branch 
The  Publicity  Bureau 
The  Travel  Bureau 
Alberta  House  (London,  England) 

The  Provincial  Jubilee  Auditoriums 
Southern  Area  Office. 

Revenue  of  the  department  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31st, 
1959,  increased  by  2.18%  over  the  revenue  for  the  preceeding  fiscal  year. 

Amusements  tax  revenue  declined  by  19.66%  from  the  previous  year 
reflecting  the  first  full  year  of  operation  with  no  amusements  tax  on  admis¬ 
sions  up  to  65  cents.  By  amendment  to  The  Amusements  Act,  effective 

April  1st,  1959,  the  amusements  tax  was  removed  altogether.  Pari-mutuel 
betting  during  the  1959  racing  season  increased  by  19.32%  after  a  decline  of 
5.61  %  in  the  previous  year. 
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The  Jubilee  Auditoriums  were  the  centre  of  much  activity  during  the 
year.  A  great  variety  of  events  are  staged  at  Edmonton  and  Calgary  and 
the  indications  are  that  a  steady  increase  may  be  expected. 

A  decrease  in  immigration  to  Canada  from  the  United  Kingdom  is  noted 
in  the  report  of  the  Agent  General  at  London,  England.  However,  an  increase 
is  reported  in  the  number  of  enquiries  regarding  industrial  possibilities  in  the 
province. 

The  number  of  Alberta  companies  incorporated  under  The  Companies 
Act  in  the  year  1959  increased  by  13.8%  over  the  previous  year  while  the 
number  of  foreign  companies  registered  remained  about  the  same.  These 
new  companies  represented  approximately  $118,700,000.00  in  authorized 
capital  for  the  domestic  companies,  and  some  $18,000,000.00  of  capital  for 
use  in  Alberta  by  the  foreign  companies.  After  strike-offs  and  restorations 
to  the  registrar  there  was  a  net  increase  in  the  number  of  companies  registered 
(provincial  and  foreign)  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  13.05%. 

The  services  of  the  Cultural  Activities  Branch  were  made  available  to 
a  great  many  communities  in  the  province  during  the  year.  The  growing 
recognition  of  the  importance  of  recreational  and  cultural  projects  indicates 
a  substantial  increase  in  activities  for  the  future. 

The  fire  loss  in  Alberta  estimated  at  $6,887,000.00  for  1959  showed 
a  slight  increase  after  several  years  of  steady  reduction.  Loss  of  life  by  fire, 
however,  remained  fairly  constant  with  the  past  several  years. 

Taxable  sales  of  fuel  oil  products  continues  to  increase  over  the  years 
with  sales  for  1 959  about  four-tenths  of  one  per  cent  greater  than  the  previous 
years.  Sales  of  all  fuel  oil  products  in  the  same  year  increased  by  about  eight- 
tenths  of  one  per  cent. 

Insurance  premiums  written  in  the  province  continue  to  increase  both 
in  dollar  volume  and  in  the  premiums  paid  per  capita  of  population.  Total 
premiums  amounted  to  $107,500,000.00,  an  increase  of  just  over  10%, 
while  the  per  capita  premium  at  $89.50  was  about  6]/2%  over  the  per 
capita  premium  of  the  previous  year.  These  insurance  premiums  resulted  in 
a  premium  tax  collection  of  $1,886,712.00.  This  is  the  tax  collected  under 
The  Insurance  Corporations  Tax  Act  and  calculated  at  the  rate  of  2%  of 
premiums  written  in  the  province. 

The  Publicity  Bureau  and  Film  and  Photographic  Branch  were  active  in 
promoting  the  advantages  of  the  province  and  making  the  public  aware  of 
the  many  government  services.  Several  motion  pictures  and  more  than 
4,000  still  photographs  were  produced. 

A  memorable  event  of  the  year  was  the  visit  in  July  of  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  and  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Philip.  Many  of  the  arrangements  for 
the  royal  tour  of  the  province  were  handled  by  the  department  through  the 
office  of  the  Public  Relations  Officer. 

The  Travel  Bureau  continued  an  active  promotional  and  publicity 
program  to  stimulate  tourism  in  Alberta.  The  number  of  visitors  to  the 
province  reached  an  all  time  high  of  2,650,198.  The  bureau  distributed 
867,678  pieces  of  literature  to  persons  interested  in  visiting  Alberta. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  R.  HUGHES, 

Deputy  Provincial  Secretary. 
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FISCAL  YEAR  REVENUE 


Department1  of  the  Provincial  Secretary 

AMUSEMENTS  BRANCH 


1956  -57 

1957  -  58 

1958  -  59 

Amusements  Tax  _ 

-$ 

922,756.89 

$ 

567,085.00 

$ 

455,613.06 

Pari-Mutuel  Tax  _ 

451,607.03 

590,577.37 

557,367.45 

Censorship  Fees  _ 

Licence  Fees,  Places  of 

42,060.00 

38,624.50 

34,603.50 

Amusement  _  *  _ 

23,068.18 

21,236.28 

21,185.35 

Licence  Fees, 

Moving  Picture  Operators  _ 

- 

2,225.15 

2,052.00 

1,515.00 

Total,  Amusements  Branch 

$ 

1,441,717.25 

$ 

1,219,575.15 

$ 

1,070,284.36 

\NIES  BRANCH 

Alberta  Companies,  Fees _ 

-$ 

181,560.90 

$ 

180,606.56 

$ 

174,913.98 

Foreign  Companies,  Fees _ 

43,467.03 

52,799.51 

50,147.55 

Extra7cts  and  Searches  _ 

16,565.38 

9,455.97 

9,191.72 

Total,  Companies  Act _ 

-$ 

241,593.31 

$ 

242,862.04 

$ 

234,253.25 

Corporations  Taxation  Act  _ 

424.00 

25.00 

900.00 

Trust  Companies  Act _ 

Miscellaneous  Acts, 

90.00 

125.00 

145.00 

Registrations  _ 

1,307.00 

1,223.90 

1,554.40 

Miscellaneous  Revenue 

4.00 

Total,  Companies  Branch- 

$ 

243,414.31 

$ 

244,239.9 4 

$ 

236,852.65 

FIRE  COMMISSIONER'S  BRANCH 

Fire  Prevention  Tax _ $ 

Miscellaneous  Fire 

Prevention  Revenue  _ 

Lightning  Rod  Act,  Licences _ 

Total,  Fire  Commissioner's 
Branch  _ $ 


37,690.51  $  40,097.71  $  43,484.34 


183,60 


7.60 

205.00 


15.00 

200.00 


37,874.11  $  40,310.31  $  43,699.34 
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FUEL  OIL  TAX  BRANCH 

Fuel  Oil  Tax 


1956-57 


1957-58 


1958-59 


(Net  of  Commissions) _ $22,256,815.45 

$23,902,403.94 

$24,468,867.17 

GENERAL  OFFICE 

Change  of  Name  Act _ $ 

4,623.00 

$ 

5,150.00 

$ 

5,294.25 

Professional  Acts  _ 

Queen's  Counsel  Letters  Patent 

102.00 

140.00 

1,800.00 

.25 

Total,  General  Office _ $ 

4,725.00 

$ 

7,090.00 

$ 

5,294.50 

INSURANCE  BRANCH 

1956  -57 

1957  -  58 

1958  -  59 

Agents'  Licence  Fees _ $ 

56,148.00 

$ 

59,220.61 

$ 

63,171.89 

Companies'  Licence  Fees.  -  _ 

150,442.50 

142,447.50 

142,692.50 

Total,  Insurance  Act _ $ 

206,590.50 

$ 

201,668.11 

$ 

205,864.39 

Real  Estate  Agents'  Licensing  Act 
Insurance  Corporations  Tax  Act 
Miscellaneous  Revenue  _ 

12,816.00 

14,992.00 

1,699,124.69 

1,530.04 

6,308.00 

1,886,712.16 

3,104.72 

3,214.83 

Total,  Insurance  Branch _ $ 

222,621.33 

$ 

1,917,314.84 

$ 

2,101,989.27 

MISCELLANEOUS  REVENUE 

Profit  on  Sale  of  Fuel  Oil  Dye.— $ 
Reimbursement  of 

17,603.88 

$ 

14,216.82 

$ 

1  1,820.49 

Salaries  and  Expenses _ 

5,1  13.70 

4,327.22 

5,868.77 

Total,  Miscellaneous  Revenue  $  22,717.58 

$  18,544.04 

$  17,689.26 

TOTAL  REVENUE  DEPARTMENT 

OF  PROVINCIAL  SECRETARY  $24,229,885.03 

$27,349,478.22 

$27,944,676.55 

‘DEPARTMENT  OF  ECONOMIC  AFFAIRS 

Cultural  Activities,  Registration  Fees 

$ 

1,060.15  $ 

4,064.45 

Golden  Jubilee,  Miscellaneous  Revenue 

65.00 

1  18.59 

29,84 

Miscellaneous  _  _ 

7,925.46 

6,984.76 

8,387.52 

Provincial  Jubilee  Auditoriums- _ 

163,613.38 

190,055.68 

TOTAL  REVENUE,  DEPARTMENT 

OF  ECONOMIC  AFFAIRS  _ $ 

7,990.46 

$ 

171,776.88  $ 

202,537.49 

* — The  activities  of  this  department  with  the  exception  of  the  Industrial  Development  Branch 
were  transferred  as  of  September  1st,  1959  to  The  Department  of  The  Provincial  Secretary. 
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AMUSEMENTS  BRANCH 


THE  Board  of  Censors  under  The  Amusements  Act  screens  every  picture 
intended  for  public  showing  in  the  province,  and  the  picture  must  bear 
the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Censors  before  it  may  be  shown  in  the  province. 


The  branch  also  administers  that  part  of  The  Amusements  Act  and 
regulations  made  thereunder  dealing  with  the  inspection  and  licensing  of 
places  of  amusement  where  the  safety  of  the  public  from  fire  and  other  risks 
is  involved.  In  connection  with  this  work  motion  picture  projectionists  are 
examined  and  licenced  by  the  branch. 


The  Amusements  Act  imposes  a  tax  on  all  betting  at  race  tracks  done 
through  the  pari-mutuel  system  and  the  branch  is  responsible  for  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  this  tax. 


Taxable  attendance  during  the  year  declined  from  4,594,784  in  1958 
to  1,229,436.  Taxable  attendance  is  detailed  as  follows: 


1957 

1958 

1959 

Calgary  _  __  - 

2,602,973 

2,104,661 

586,058 

Edmonton 

2,986,388 

1,912,789 

533,102 

Lethbridge 

339,065 

1  12,435 

15,691 

Medicine  Hat 

282,814 

45,288 

15,834 

Elsewhere 

2,366,743 

419,61  1 

78,751 

Total 

8,577,983 

4,594,784 

1,229,436 

Pari-Mutuel  Tax:  The  total  amount  wagered  at  tracks  in  Alberta  where 
pari-mutuel  betting  is  carried  on  is  shown  hereunder  with  figures  given  for 
the  past  three  years. 

AMOUNT  WAGERED 

1957  1958  1959 


Calgary  „  $  4,725,148  $  4,287,836  $  5,199,369 

Edmonton  _  7,138,466  6,911,674  8,159,655 

Elsewhere  16,442  14,578  22,194 


Total  Betting  $11,880,056  $11,214,088  $13,381,218 
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The  pari-mutuel  tax  is  5%  of  the  total  wagered  and  in  1959  amounted 
to  $665,706.81. 

Places  of  amusement  were  licenced  in  the  province  as  follows: 

1959  1958 

(a)  Entertainment  Hall  Licences _  942  917 

(b)  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Licences _  335  345 

(c)  Itinerant  Exhibitors7  Licences _  7  6 

(d)  Film  Exchange  Licences _  12  12 

(e)  Travelling  Show,  Carnival  and  Circus  Licences  44  47 


1,340  1,327 
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ACCOUNTANTS’  EXPERIENCE 

APPRAISAL  BOARD 


THE  Accountant's  Experience  Appraisal  Board  is  appointed  by  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  in  Council  under  The  Alberta  Chartered  Accountants 
Act  with  the  duty  of  evaluating  the  practical  experience  of  candidates  for 
admission  to  membership  in  the  Institute  of  Chartered  Accountants.  During 
the  calendar  year  1959  the  Board  held  four  meetings  which  were  fully 
attended. 


Applications  received  during  the  year  were  dealt  with  as  follows: 


(a)  Applications  received _  8 

(b)  (  i)  Applicants  certified  _  3 

(ii)  Certified — approval  originally 

withheld  in  1956  and  1958 _  2 

(c)  Approval  withheld  (further  experience 

required)  _  2 

(d)  Rejected  unconditionally _  3 

(e)  Incompletely  documented  _  0 

8  2  8 


Total  number  of  applications  received  to  date  have  been  dealt  with  in 


the  following  manner: 

(a)  Applications  received  _  119 

(b)  Applicants  certified  _  75 

(c)  Approval  withheld  pending  further 

experience  _  21 

(d)  Rejected  unconditionally  _  15 

(e)  Withdrawn _ 1 

(f)  Incompletely  documented  _  7 
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ALBERTA  HOUSE 


HIS  report  deals  only  briefly  with  each  phase  of  the  work  of  the  office, 


i  which  varies  greatly  according  to  circumstances  and  demand.  Whereas 
immigation  enquiries  have  shown  a  further  decrease,  many  more  requests 
for  information  and  assistance  have  been  received  from  within  Great  Britain 
and  from  Alberta  visitors  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

IMMIGRATION 

Reduced  migration  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  Canada  is  noted  this 

year. 

Alberta  House  has  again  been  concerned  with  the  recruiting  of  doctors, 
nurses,  social  workers,  teachers,  engineers,  steam  engineers,  boiler  inspectors, 
skilled  tradesmen  and  prospective  emigrants  proceeding  to  relatives  or  assured 
employment  in  Alberta. 

Alberta  House  has  continued  to  co-operate  with  the  Canadian  National 
and  Canadian  Pacific  Railways  colonization  departments  in  the  recruitment 
of  farm  labour  for  Alberta. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Industrial  enquiries  during  the  year  under  review  were  largely  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  impact  of  the  developing  "European  Common  Market"  and 
the  "Outer  Seven"  nations.  The  resurgence  of  industrial  enquiries  during 
the  fourth  quarter  of  1959  was  most  pronounced,  indicating  increasing 
capita!  investment  and  industrial  establishment  in  Canada  and  Alberta. 

Contact  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  with  the  Federation  of 
British  Industries,  The  Scottish  Council,  the  British  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Dollar  Exports  Council  and  with 
National  and  Regional  British  Industrial  and  Trade  Associations. 

As  a  vice-president  and  council  member  of  The  Canadian  Chamber 
of  Commerce  in  Great  Britain;  as  a  vice-president  of  The  Agricultural  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Canada  in  Great  Britain  and  as  a  member  of  the  Oil  Industries  Club  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  agent  general  continued  to  maintain  contacts  in 
finance,  commerce,  industry  and  agriculture. 

AGRICULTURE 

In  Glasgow,  on  February  21st,  1959,  the  agent  general  and  Mr.  D.  A. 
Bruce  Marshall,  agricultural  counsellor,  Canada  House,  were  privileged  to 
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accept  the  Andrew  Clement  trophy,  the  silver  medal  and  bronze  plaque, 
for  the  best  butter  exhibit  at  the  Scottish  Dairy  Show.  This  was  the  first 
occasion  in  which  a  Canadian  butter  exhibit  had  been  given  the  premier  award 
at  any  agricultural  show  in  the  United  Kingdom.  In  all  there  were  91  entries 
in  the  Commonwealth  butter  competition. 

PUBLICITY,  PUBLIC  RELATIONS,  FILMS  AND  PHOTOGRAPHS 

Alberta  House  continued  to  supply  Alberta  publications  and  statistical 
material  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  departments;  and  industrial  and  travel 
offices.  A  growing  volume  of  booklets  and  maps  was  distributed  to  schools 
and  students  throughout  the  British  Isles  and  at  trade  exhibitions,  display 
centres  and  at  selective  film  showings. 

Close  contact  was  maintained  with  the  British  and  Canadian  press  in 
London.  General  and  statistical  information  on  Alberta  education,  health, 
welfare,  agriculture,  natural  resources,  industrial  expansion,  housing  and 
comparative  costs  of  living  was  supplied  to  the  national  and  provincial  press; 
to  the  broadcasting  and  television  services;  to  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  to 
trade  publications. 

A  total  number  of  87  Alberta  Government  films  were  shown  at  immi¬ 
gration  meetings,  universities  and  schools  to  an  estimated  audience  of  about 
7,000  viewers. 

ALBERTA  VISITORS 

The  number  of  Alberta  residents  visiting  Alberta  House  exceeded 
300  during  1959. 

As  in  recent  years,  information  and  assistance  in  connection  with  pass¬ 
port  and  visa  problems,  currency  exchange  regulations,  transportation,  British 
and  Continental  tours  was  provided  to  Alberta  visitors.  Visitors  were  also 
helped  to  obtain  accommodation  and  employment. 

Several  requests  were  received  from  Alberta  school  teachers  and 
students  visiting  the  United  Kingdom  for  information  and  assistance  regarding 
possible  entry  into  British  educational  institutions. 

Invitations  were  again  received  and  distributed  for  the  Trooping  the 
Colour  Ceremony. 

A  reading  room  containing  Alberta  periodicals  was  opened  at  Alberta 
House  for  Alberta  and  United  Kingdom  visitors.  This  library  was  also  used 
for  film  showings  and  by  emigrant  candidates  writing  Alberta  Government 
departmental  examinations  under  supervision. 

CIVIL  ENQUIRIES 

Civil  enquiries,  including  requests  for  birth,  marriage  and  death  cer¬ 
tificates  showed  an  increase  over  previous  years.  Assistance  was  rendered  in 
the  settlement  of  estates  of  deceased  persons  in  Alberta  and  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  Information  was  obtained  on  property  located  in  the  province  and 
owned  by  United  Kingdom  residents.  Enquiries  were  instituted  for  the 
whereabouts  of  missing  persons,  and  for  information  on  the  welfare  of 
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children  of  separated  or  divorced  parents.  A  number  of  enquiries  were 
received  on  points  of  law  in  Alberta  from  law  firms  and  from  the  legal  depart¬ 
ments  of  commercial  and  industrial  firms. 

REPRESENTATION 

During  the  year  the  agent  general  was  again  privileged  to  represent 
the  government  and  the  people  of  Alberta  at  236  official  functions  and 
receptions  given  by  Her  Majesty's  Government;  His  Excellency,  the  High 
Commissioner  for  Canada,  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London,  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  Government  representatives,  financial,  commercial  and  industrial 
institutions  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


AUDITORIUMS  MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE 


THE  Auditoriums  Management  Committee  appointed  by  Order-in-Counci I 
No.  1958/57  on  December  23,  1957  has  now  completed  two  full  years 
of  auditorium  administration.  It  was  with  regret  that  the  committee  received 
the  news  in  October  from  Mr.  Ralph  R.  Moore  that  due  to  his  retirement  to 
Vancouver  he  could  no  longer  act  as  chairman.  At  the  request  of  the 
minister  he  agreed  to  continue  as  a  member  to  serve  as  available.  Mr.  E.  R. 
Hughes,  deputy  provincial  secretary,  was  then  appointed  to  the  committee 
by  the  minister  and  was  requested  to  take  over  the  chairmanship. 

The  committee,  as  presently  constituted,  consists  of: 

Elborne  R.  Hughes,  Chairman 
David  B.  Barr,  C.A. 

John  E.  Hart,  Q.C, 

Ralph  R.  Moore. 

During  the  year  nine  all-day  meetings  were  held,  two  of  them  in 
Calgary,  as  well  as  numerous  informal  consultations  and  visits  to  the  buildings. 

OPERATIONS 

Operation  of  the  auditoriums  followed  the  same  general  policies  and 
schedules  as  were  evolved  from  the  experience  of  the  proceding  year  with 
only  minor  changes  to  meet  specific  situations.  The  buildings  were  used 
to  about  the  same  extent  in  each  city  and  both  showed  an  increase  in  revenue 
over  the  preceding  calendar  year. 

The  auditoriums  continue  to  be  a  point  of  interest  to  tourists  and 
visitors  in  both  cities,  particularly  during  the  summer  months.  Many 
favourable  comments  are  received  from  these  visitors  on  the  beauty,  facilities 
and  upkeep  of  the  premises.  It  is  evident  that  the  residents  of  Alberta  take 
pride  in  bringing  their  guests  from  other  parts  of  Canada  and  from  other 
countries  to  tour  the  buildings. 

Administration  of  the  auditoriums  has  been  successfully  conducted 
during  1959.  The  policy  of  low  rentals  makes  possible  use  of  the  building 
facilities  and  services  by  many  organizations  which  could  not  otherwise  afford 
it  and  also  encourages  the  development  of  increasing  participation  in  activities 
of  a  cultural  nature. 


15  — 


Trends  for  the  future  would  appear  to  be  favourable  to  a  steady  increase 
in  volume  of  activity.  Travelling  American  entertainment  is  experiencing 
some  problems  relating  to  distance  and  transportation.  Development  in  that 
direction  may  be  slow  until  more  buildings  suitable  for  such  stage  shows  are 
built  across  the  country. 


SOUTHERN  AUDITORIUM 

Highlights  in  the  year's  activities  of  the  Southern  Alberta  Jubilee 
Auditorium  include: 

1.  The  visit  of  Her  Majesty,  the  Queen,  and  His  Royal  Highness,  the 
Duke  of  Edinborough  on  July  9,  1959.  The  auditorium  received  a  pair  of 
portraits  from  the  Queen  commemorating  the  visit. 

2.  The  presentation  of  "My  Fair  Lady",  the  week  of  September  26th, 
1959,  marked  the  first  time  a  major  travelling  company  had  presented  a 
full-scale  production  in  our  building.  From  our  experience  with  this  presen¬ 
tation  we  are  very  satisfied  that  the  auditorium  and  its  facilities  can  fully 
accommodate  other  productions  of  the  same  type. 

3.  "Moderama"  was  presented  by  the  Western  Natural  Gas  Company, 
Calgary,  and  was,  by  far,  the  largest  trade  exhibit  held  in  this  auditorium  to 
date.  It  involved  the  rental  of  the  entire  auditorium  facilities.  It  drew  a 
crowd  estimated  to  be  in  excess  of  38,000  people  visiting  the  exhibits  in  the 
two-day  period. 

4.  The  Calgary  Sports  Car  Club,  May  28,  29  and  30,  1959  was  a 
European  Sports  Car  Exhibit  which  drew  crowds  in  excess  of  15,000  people. 

5.  The  CBC  -  TV  "Talent  Caravan"  telecast  in  October,  1959,  was 
the  first  telecast  to  take  place  from  our  auditorium  stage.  On  October 
8th,  within  a  45  minute  period  our  stage  had  been  completely  cleared  and 
re-set — the  "Talent  Caravan"  audience  moved  out  and  a  new  audience 
moved  in  for  the  presentation  of  the  General  Platoff  Don  Cossack  Chorus. 
This  move  came  off  very  smoothly  and  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the 
transition  of  the  two  shows  and  the  two  crowds. 

In  addition  to  these  major  events,  a  great  many  local  presentations, 
ranging  from  theatrical  groups  to  local  art  exhibits  experienced,  in  almost 
every  case,  a  full  measure  of  success. 


NORTHERN  AUDITORIUM 

The  past  year  has  seen  a  continuing  demand  for  use  of  the  auditorium 
facilities  and  services  at  about  the  same  level  as  was  established  in  1958.  A 
survey  of  bank  deposits  shows  a  slight  increase  in  dollar  revenue  over  the 
preceding  calendar  year  due  to  an  increase  in  the  rental  rate  structure  which 
has  been  in  effect  only  since  July  1,  1958.  Most  of  the  larger  users  are 
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repeating  from  year  to  year  with  financial  success  and  future  prospects  would 
appear  favourable  for  a  continued  growth  in  the  overall  revenue. 

The  Northern  Alberta  Jubilee  Auditorium  staff  consists  of  one 
manager,  one  front-of-house  supervisor,  two  steno-typists  and  six  stage  crew 
employed  under  the  Department  of  the  Provincial  Secretary.  Maintenance 
and  janitorial  work  is  performed  by  employees  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  allocated  to  the  building.  Their  numbers  vary  from  time  to  time  but 
on  the  average  consist  of  30  caretakers,  one  forman  caretaker,  one  chief 
caretaker,  two  tradesmen,  two  engineers  and  one  clerk.  These  men  work  in 
three  shifts  due  to  the  irregular  programme  of  events  taking  place  in  the 
building  seven  days  a  week.  Although  most  performances  in  the  main 
theatre  take  place  in  the  evening  there  are  many  daytime  activities  in  the 
social  rooms  which  require  servicing. 

An  outstanding  feature  of  auditorium  operations  has  been  the  great 
variety  of  events  both  large  and  small  that  occur  during  the  year.  These 
cover  the  fields  of  religion,  education,  entertainment  and  business  and  are 
variously  organized  for  both  young  and  old.  The  facilities  have  been  available 
to  all  reputable  organizations. 

Among  the  major  users  are  those  organizations  conducing  a  regular 
series  of  programmes  some  of  which  are  the  Edmonton  Symphony  Orchestra, 
World  Adventure  Tours,  Celebrity  Concerts  (Canada)  Limited  and  the 
Edmonton  Film  Society.  Local  dramatic  and  musical  groups  have  been  quite 
active  in  producing  fine  entertainment.  The  facilities  have  also  been  found 
suitable  for  many  religious  activities  such  as  sacred  concerts,  choir  festivals, 
conventions  and  crusades.  An  outstanding  event  was  the  five-day  appearance 
of  the  "My  Fair  Lady"  company,  the  first  major  American  show  to  appear 
in  the  building.  Another  first  was  the  coast  to  coast  broadcast  by  CBC  -  TV 
of  their  "Talent  Caravan"  programme  in  May  with  a  return  visit  in  October. 
The  Edmonton  Symphony  Society  again  sponsored  the  week  long  "Alberta 
Motor  Show"  which  doubled  the  attendance  of  the  previous  year.  The  events 
sponsored  by  the  University  of  Alberta  increased  in  number  as  did  use  of 
meeting  rooms  by  government  departments. 

Indications  are  that  some  increase  in  the  number  of  travelling  shows 
may  be  expected  though  this  may  be  a  slow  development  due  to  difficulties 
experienced  in  getting  transportation  from  cities  south  of  the  border. 
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Southern  Auditorium 

TOTALS  OF  USE 

Facility 

249,411 

Theatre 

31,126 

Social  Room 

10,812 

Club  Room 

2,102 

Assembly  Room 

4,437 

Banquet  Room 

7,512 

Rehearsal  Room 

21,214 

Catered  Events 

80,907 

Trade  Shows 

39,693 

Conventions 

Art  Exhibits  and  Miscellaneous 
Visitors 

Northern  Auditorium 

306,060 

48,990 

11,410 

9,175 

8,875 

6,662 

34,940 

54,650 


40,911 


USE  OF  AUDITORIUMS  BY  SESSIONS 


Southern  Auditorium 

252 

219 

144 

140 

211 

99 

109 

99 

25 

84 


(i.e.  Morning,  Afternoon  or  Evening) 

Facility 

Northern  Auditorium 

Theatre 

230 

Social  Room 

214 

Banquet  Room 

165 

Assembly  Room 

189 

Club  Room 

221 

Rehearsal  Room 

114 

Concourse  &  Exhibit  Area 

231 

Catered  Events 

170 

Kitchen  Rentals 

29 

Workshop  Rentals 

72 
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THE  COMPANIES  BRANCH 


INCORPORATIONS  and  registrations  of  companies  under  The  Companies 
Act  reached  a  new  high  during  the  year  1959.  There  was  a  decrease 
in  incorporations  and  registrations  of  companies  engaged  in  oil,  gas  and 
related  industries  as  compared  with  previous  years. 


At  December  31,  1959,  there  were  14,888  active  Alberta  companies 
and  3,066  active  foreign  or  extra  provincial  companies  on  the  register. 


As  a  result  of  the  ever  increasing  large  number  of  active  companies  on 
the  registers,  there  was  a  resultant  increase  in  the  number  of  certificates 
issued  providing  for  capital  changes  and  the  various  other  purposes  of  the 
Act,  such  as  the  changing  of  corporate  names,  amending  objects,  etc. 


During  the  1959  calendar  year  2,158  Alberta  companies,  with 
authorized  capital  amounting  to  approximately  $118,700,000  were  incor¬ 
porated  under  The  Companies  Act  and  298  foreign  companies,  using  capital 
amounting  to  approximately  $18,000,000  to  carry  on  business  in  Alberta, 
were  registered. 


The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  number  of  incorporations 
and  registrations  during  the  past  three  years: 


Alberta  Companies  Incorporated 
Foreign  or  Extra  Provincial 

Companies  Registered  _ 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1,616 

1,896 

2,158 

248 

295 

298 

1,864 

2,191 

2,456 

Incorporations  and  registrations  of  oil,  gas  and  drilling  companies  which 
are  included  in  the  above  figures  were  as  follows: 


Alberta  Companies  Incorporated 
Foreign  or  Extra  Provincial 

Companies  Registered  - 


1957 

1958 

1959 

105 

93 

102 

54 

49 

31 

159 

142 

133 

During  the  year  276  Alberta  companies  were  dissolved  and  struck  off 
the  register  and  the  registrations  of  122  foreign  or  extra  provincial  companies 
were  cancelled  and  their  names  struck  off  the  register. 
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There  were  12  Alberta  companies  restored  to  the  register  during  the 
year  and  the  registrations  of  three  foreign  or  extra  provincial  companies  were 
revived. 

In  addition  to  incorporations  and  registrations  under  The  Companies 
Act,  incorporation  certificates  were  also  issued  under  the  other  statutes 
administered  by  the  Branch  as  set  out  in  the  following  comparative  table: 

1957  1958  1959 


The  Co-Operative  Associations  Act _  40  20  36 

The  Credit  Union  Act - -  15  8  10 

The  Cemetery  Act -  1  2  5 

The  Religious  Societies' Lands  Act.._„ —  31  34  25 

The  Societies  Act _  195  180  220 


During  the  period  under  review  40  societies  were  dissolved  and  four 
societies  were  restored.  Twenty-four  co-operative  associations  and  16  credit 
unions  were  struck  off  the  register. 

Arrears  of  Corporation  Tax  amounting  to  $900.00  were  collected 
during  the  year  upon  restoration  of  Alberta  companies  to  the  register. 

Under  the  new  section  140a  of  The  Companies  Act,  23  amalgamation 
certificates  were  issued  with  respect  to  the  amalgamations  of  54  Alberta 
companies. 

One  trust  company  was  registered  under  the  provisions  of  The  Trust 
Companies  Act  during  1959. 
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CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES  BRANCH 


THE  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES  BRANCH,  through  its  growing  services  and 
obligations,  reflects  the  increasing  recognition  of  the  importance  of 
recreational  and  leisure  activities  in  the  lives  of  Albertans.  There  is 
every  indication  the  demands  on  the  branch  are  going  to  increase  substanti¬ 
ally  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  branch  works  closely  with  all  municipal  and  community  organiza¬ 
tions  in  furthering  appreciation  of  leisure  time  opportunities.  To  assist  and 
advise  the  supervisors  of  each  division,  the  following  boards  of  informed 
public  spirited  citizens  have  been  most  helpful: 


ARTS  AND  CRAFTS  BOARD 

Miss  Annora  Brown,  Fort  Macleod;  Mrs.  A.  Lundy,  Lethbridge;  Mrs. 
Laura  Mahon,  Edson;  Mrs.  E.  McBryan,  Grande  Prairie;  Mr.  F.  D.  Motter, 
Calgary;  Mr.  W.  J.  Netelenbos,  Edmonton. 

COMMUNITY  RECREATION  BOARD 

Rev.  G.  B.  Johnston,  Edmonton;  Mrs.  Helen  Appleton,  Medicine  Hat; 
Mr.  W.  A.  Hutton,  Calgary;  Mr.  T.  E.  McPherson,  Red  Deer;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Pedersen,  Standard;  Mr.  A.  V.  Pettigrew,  Edmonton;  Mr.  Warren  Smith, 
Westlock;  Miss  Elsie  McFarland,  Edmonton. 


DRAMA  BOARD 

Mr.  D.  Homersham,  Edmonton;  Mr.  J.  Levinson,  Medicine  Hat;  Miss 
Betty  Mitchell,  Calgary;  Miss  Esther  Nelson,  Edmonton;  Mr.  Gordon  Peacock, 
Edmonton;  Mrs.  Ethel  Taylor,  Red  Deer;  Mr.  Jack  McCreath,  Edmonton. 

LIBRARY  BOARD 

Mr.  Lome  Walker,  Edmonton;  Miss  Kathleen  M.  Allen,  Calgary;  Mr. 
John  E.  Dutton,  Lethbridge;  Mr.  R.  C.  Gregg,  Edson;  Mrs.  W.  C.  Taylor, 
Wainwright;  Mr.  E.  T.  Wiltshire,  Edmonton. 

MUSIC  BOARD 

Prof.  R.  S.  Eaton,  Edmonton;  Mr.  N.  J.  Kennedy,  Calgary;  Mr.  N.  D 
Me Farlane,  Beaverlodge;  Mrs.  D.  S.  Smith,  Lethbridge;  Mr.  h/  G.  Turner, 
Edmonton;  Mr.  D.  J.  Peterkin,  Edmonton. 
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Encouraging  talented  and  deserving  Albertans  in  the  continuation  of 
their  studies,  the  branch  has  been  pleased  to  award  the  following  scholarships 
on  the  advice  of  the  respective  Board  members: 


Scholarships 

No. 

Amount 

Arts  and  Crafts  _ 

_  14 

$3,050.00 

Community  Recreation  _ 

_  8 

2,050.00 

Drama  _ 

_  12 

3,550.00 

Libraries  _ 

_  4 

1,500.00 

Music  _ 

_  5 

1,250.00 

$1  1,400.00 


In  addition,  the  branch  has  awarded  grants  to  the  total  of  $149,21  1.13 
to  associations,  conferences,  organizations  and  other  groups  whose  efforts 
are  furthering  the  cultural  development  of  the  people  of  the  province. 

ARTS  AND  CRAFTS  DIVISION 

Courses  for  adults  have  been  given  this  year  in  ceramics,  leather, 
copper,  weaving  and  design.  Growing  interest  in  the  program  is  shown  by 
the  fact  courses  this  year  have  already  been  booked  to  June. 

Craft  courses  were  given  in  20  communities,  and  320  community 
leaders  have  been  trained. 

Experimental  courses  were  given  at  Edmonton  to  children  to  properly 
organize  a  course  of  studies,  and  system  of  methods,  for  children's  leader 
instruction. 

The  annual  Albertacraft  for  1959  showed  a  big  increase  in  quality, 
diversity  and  quantity  in  entries.  The  event  was  staged  in  both  Edmonton 
and  Calgary  and  effectively  fulfilled  its  purpose  of  (1)  stimulating  interest  in 
arts  and  crafts  for  Albertans  by  display  of  selected  work  of  craftsmen  and 
(2)  providing  exchange  of  ideas,  techniques,  and  discussion  of  common 
problems  at  provincial,  national  and  international  levels. 

It  was  hoped  that  Albertacraft  1960  might  truly  be  international  in 
scope  and  tentative  plans  so  confirm  this. 

Growth  may  be  seen  by  the  following: 


1958  1959 

Exhibits  _ - —  52  89 

Exhibitors  -  286  380 

No.  of  Pieces _  724  1481 

Floor  Area  _  1  1469  sq.  ft.  17909  sq.  ft. 


COMMUNITY  RECREATION  DIVISION 

A  major  portion  of  the  division's  time  was  spent  planning,  organizing 
and  conducting  leadership  training  courses.  Nine  Track  and  Field  Training 
Courses  were  held  in  as  many  communities,  serving  278  candidates  from  78 
communities.  The  courses  attracted  full  and  part-time  recreation  leaders, 
school  teachers  and  athletes. 
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ALBERTA  RECREATION  CONFERENCE 


Fifteen  communities  were  represented  by  38  people  actively  engaged 
in  recreational  activities  at  the  conference,  May  1  and  2,  1958. 


SWIMMING  POOL  OPERATORS'  COURSE 

In  co-operation  with  the  Department  of  Public  Health,  the  University 
of  Alberta,  and  the  City  of  Edmonton  Parks  Department,  the  Recreation 
Division  held  three  courses  of  pool  operation  and  safety  in  Edmonton,  Calgary 
and  Lethbridge,  serving  182  people  from  42  communities. 


RECREATION  DIRECTORS'  SEMINAR 

As  culmination  to  the  seven  month  correspondence  course  for  full  time 
recreation  administrators,  the  second  annual  two-week  seminar  was  held 
May  4  to  16.  Twenty-three  administrators  from  13  communities 
attending  both  first-  and  second-year  sessions  which  ran  concurrently.  Six¬ 
teen  certificates  were  awarded  at  the  course  end. 


CAMP  CONFERENCE 

A  total  of  70  candidates  from  63  camps  attended  the  annual  camp 
conference  held  at  Red  Deer  when  problems  including  staff  needs,  manage¬ 
ment,  program  development  and  others  were  discussed. 


CA.H.P.E.R.  CONVENTION 

The  Community  Recreation  staff  chaired  the  program  and  entertain¬ 
ment  committees  for  the  annual  convention  June  22  -  26,  when  200  leading 
national  and  international  personalities  in  the  field  of  recreation,  physical 
education  and  health  education  attended. 


PLAYGROUND  LEADERS'  SHORT  COURSE 

To  assist  smaller  Alberta  communities  in  providing  a  basic  course  in 
playground  leadership,  the  division  held  a  short  course  for  leaders  from 
smaller  towns  June  24  to  July  4.  Indication  of  growth  of  community  recrea¬ 
tion  may  be  seen  in  jump  in  enrolment,  this  year  there  being  56  candidates 
from  23  communities  attending. 

The  division  also  assisted  the  local  Recreation  Departments  of  Edmon¬ 
ton,  Calgary  and  Medicine  Hat  in  their  own  courses  of  instruction  to  their  own 
staff,  where  gross  attendance  was  175  persons. 


RECREATION  LEADERSHIP  SCHOOL 

Held  July  6th  to  August  1st,  the  school  enjoyed  the  second  largest 
attendance  in  its  22  year  history7,  with  165  enrolled  from  61  communities 
Instructors  were  drawn  from  throughout  the  west,  to  give  a  complete  and 
effective  course  of  training. 
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CONSULTIVE  SERVICES 


The  division  has  enjoyed  a  steadily  increasing  demand  for  assistance 
from  Alberta  communities,  in  planning  indoor  and  outdoor  facilities,  for  scale 
drawings,  building  and  map  work. 

We  have  purchased  two  new  films,  "Town  and  Country  Recreation" 
and  "Careers  in  Recreation",  for  showing  at  meetings. 

Mr.  Syd  Moore  has  been  established  in  the  southern  part  of  the  province 
to  effectively  serve  on  a  systematic  basis  the  need  of  that  area. 

Staff  is  preparing  a  brief  to  be  presented  to  the  university  supporting 
establishment  of  a  degree  course  in  recreation. 

These  and  other  services  are  part  of  the  continuing  and  expanding 
work  of  the  Community  Recreation  Division. 

DRAMA  DIVISION 

The  supervisor  of  drama  visited  23  different  communities  in  Alberta 
during  the  year  assisting  in  organizing  new  groups  and  working  with  estab¬ 
lished  dramatic  groups. 

DRAMA  FESTIVALS 

The  supervisor  attended  the  Alberta  Regional  Drama  Festival  and  the 
Dominion  Drama  Festival  at  Toronto,  and  was  convinced  that  plays  at  the 
latter  event  were  inferior  to  many  presented  in  Alberta  during  the  year.  He 
attended  all  conferences  and  lectures  at  the  Toronto  event. 

FESTIVAL  OF  THE  PEACE 

The  drama  supervisor  was  instrumental  in  organizing  the  first  Festival 
of  the  Peace,  with  five  entries  in  the  event.  The  event  was  a  financial  and 
dramatic  success. 

ANNUAL  ONE  ACT  FESTIVAL 

This  event  was  held  at  Red  Deer  with  four  groups  entered.  It  was 
adjudicated  by  Dr.  H.  Kreisel  of  the  University  of  Alberta. 

ADJUDICATIONS 

The  supervisor  adjudicated  festivals  at  Lloydminster  and  Ralston. 

JASPER  STORY 

For  the  fourth  consecutive  year  the  supervisor  assisted  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  Jasper  Story.  From  every  standpoint  the  presentation  was  a 
success.  Over  the  past  four  years,  the  Jasper  Story  has  been  enjoyed  by 
more  than  15,000  people.  Last  year,  the  100  people  participating  played  to 
more  than  5,000  persons  during  the  10-night  run. 

WEEK  END  DRAMA  CLINICS 

In  April,  the  supervisor  conducted  a  two-day  workshop  in  directing 
for  20  students,  for  which  no  fees  were  charged. 
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In  April,  at  Red  Deer,  a  two-day  provincial  clinic  on  set  design  and 
stage  construction  was  held  with  40  attending  from  seven  communities. 

In  October,  at  Grande  Prairie,  a  drama  clinic  was  held  with  60  attend¬ 
ing  from  12  northern  communities. 

NEW  DRAMA  GROUPS 

The  supervisor  was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  new  drama 
groups  at  Valleyview,  High  Prairie,  Grimshaw,  Stettler,  Drumheller,  Cold 
Lake  and  at  Belmont. 

LITERATURE 

It  is  proposed  that  this  year  the  drama  division  will  publish  booklets  on 
Stage  Lighting,  The  Amateur  Actor,  The  Amateur  Director,  Community 
Drama  Organization,  Play  Selection,  and  Introduction  to  Design  for  Stage. 


LIBRARIES  DIVISION 

For  the  better  part  of  the  year,  the  libraries  division  has  been  without 
a  supervisor.  Late  in  the  year,  Mr.  E.  T.  Wiltshire  was  appointed  to  the  post. 
In  the  absence  of  the  supervisor,  the  co-ordinator  has  been  working  with  the 
Alberta  Library  Board  to  provide  continuity  of  operations. 

BOARD  MEETINGS 

The  Board  had  five  meetings  during  the  year,  v/ith  greatest  attention 
given  to  development  of  a  correspondence  course  for  library  custodians. 
Of  50  applicants  to  the  course,  the  board  selected  20  for  training  in  the  first 
year  of  the  course's  operation.  Fee  of  $20  covers  the  period  of  the  course 
from  October  to  April.  The  course  consists  of  12  lessons.  It  will  be 
amended  and  expanded  for  next  year  and  enrolment  will  be  increased. 

GRANTS 

During  the  year,  Regional  Libraries  received  $46,224.65  in  grants; 
municipal  libraries  received  $47,056.09;  and  community  libraries 
$28,573.67. 

Five  communities  changed  their  status  from  community  library  to 
municipal  library  and  are  now  eligible  to  receive  grants  on  the  basis  of  either 
a  $500  book  grant  and  a  $50  periodical  grant;  or  on  the  basis  of  a  35c  grant 
per  capita  providing  the  community  spends  50c  per  capita  on  the  library  in  the 
fiscal  year. 

THE  BULLETIN 

The  division  and  the  Alberta  Library  Association  co-operate  on  the 
production  of  the  Alberta  Library  Association  Bulletin  quarterly. 

REGIONAL  LIBRARIES 

Two  regional  libraries  now  exist  in  Alberta,  Parkland  and  Barrhead. 
Parkland,  with  headquarters  at  Lacombe,  is  the  pioneer  unit.  Interest  is 
active  east  of  Edmonton  in  the  Vegreville  area  for  the  setting  up  of  another 
regional  service. 
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MUSIC  DIVISION 


The  music  supervisor  has  visited  29  communities  in  his  duties  of  en¬ 
couraging  band  promotion  and  development.  These  duties,  plus  those 
involving  clinics,  choral  work,  and  workshops  has  made  his  year  a  busy  one. 

MAYTIME  IN  ALBERTA 

The  Maytime  in  Alberta  presentation  including  the  University  Mixed 
Chorus  and  a  small  orchestra,  visited  10  Alberta  communities.  No  audience 
was  less  than  300  and  all  report  the  event  a  financial  and  cultural  success. 

BAND  CLINIC 

A  regional  band  clinic  was  held  in  Grande  Prairie,  February  27  -  March 
1,  at  which  43  students  registered  for  eight  communities.  It  was  enthusi¬ 
astically  received. 

At  Olds,  a  Band  Masters7  Clinic  was  held  on  a  trial  basis  and  16 
students  from  14  communities  registered.  The  bandmasters  are  leaders  for 
some  570  band  members. 

Nineteen  students  attended  the  clinic  at  Lac  La  Biche  and  were  given 
lessons  during  the  September  25  -  27  period. 

At  Medicine  Hat,  24  students  attended  from  Medicine  Hat  and 
Vauxhall,  with  six  instructors  provided. 

FESTIVALS 

The  supervisor  adjudicated  at  nine  festivals. 

CHORAL  CLINIC 

On  October  23  -  24  in  co-operation  with  the  Department  of  Extension 
of  the  University  of  Alberta,  a  clinic  was  held  at  Lloydminster  School  for 
Chora!  Directors.  The  clinic  was  open  to  all  church  and  school  choral 
directors.  Ten  communities  were  represented  in  the  enrolment  of  22  persons. 
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FILM  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC 

BRANCH 


THE  FILM  and  Photographic  Branch  of  the  Department  of  the  Provincial 
Secretary  has  as  its  particular  function  the  production  of  illustrative 
material  on  the  various  facets  of  life  in  the  Province  of  Alberta.  This 
material  is  made  available  to  the  public,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  by  means 
of  the  press,  television  and  public  showings  and  displays  at  exhibitions  and 
conventions. 

To  carry  out  the  duties  in  connection  with  the  preparation  and  distribu¬ 
tion  of  this  material,  the  branch  staff  includes  the  director,  a  secretary,  three 
photographers,  a  darkroom  technician,  a  film  librarian,  two  artists,  and  a 
historical  photo  custodian. 

The  following  is  a  comprehensive  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Film 
and  Photo  branch  for  the  year  1959: 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  STILL  PHOTOS 

As  usual,  the  greater  proportion  of  time  was  spent  in  the  production 
of  this  media  which  continues  to  make  up  the  larger  share  of  illustrative 
material  used  by  the  press.  There  has,  in  fact,  been  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  photos  used  during  the  past  year.  A  total  of  15,028  enlargements 
were  made  from  over  4,000  negatives,  taken  on  516  assignments. 

Alberta  Government  photos  have  appeared  in  many  government  publi¬ 
cations  as  well  as  the  local  press,  both  daily  and  weekly,  and  in  national  and 
foreign  newspapers  and  magazines.  Wherever  possible,  the  use  of  our  photos 
was  promoted  by  this  and  other  branches  interested  in  publicity  for  the 
province. 

COLOUR  STILL  PHOTOS 

Six  hundred  and  thirteen  enlargements  of  11 "  by  14"  or  larger  were 
produced.  Of  these,  41  1  were  colored  by  hand,  360  being  framed.  All  of 
the  work  involved  was  carried  out  by  government  employees,  the  framing 
being  done  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works. 

These  photos  were  used  largely  for  the  decoration  of  public  buildings. 
Some  made  up  the  backdrops  for  provincial  displays  advertising  the  tourist 
industry.  Others  were  purchased  by  the  Department  of  Education  and  used 
for  presentation  at  the  opening  of  new  schools. 

Because  of  the  inclement  weather  during  the  summer  months,  fewer 
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photos  were  taken  in  natural  color.  These  numbered  420  for  the  year, 
many  being  used  on  calendars  and  in  tourist  and  agricultural  brochures.  Some 
were  loaned  to  the  larger  weeklies  and  encyclopedia  to  illustrate  articles  on  the 

province. 

35MM  SLIDES 

There  is  a  growing  demand  for  this  media,  particularly  by  lecturers,  and 
wherever  possible  the  requests  for  slides  has  been  met.  Many  tourist  bureaux 
in  the  larger  cities  have  installed  slide  viewers  for  the  use  of  potential  visitors 
and  we  will  be  expected  to  supply  the  viewing  material  as  part  of  our  tourist 
promotion.  The  branch  photographers  will  be  keeping  this  in  mind  on  their 
various  trips  during  the  coming  summer. 

MOTION  PICTURES:  TELEVISION  AND  GENERAL  SHOWING 

The  branch  has  made  an  effort  to  design  its  color  sound  films  for  use 
both  in  television  and  for  general  showing.  This  involves  a  change  from  the 
20  minute  to  the  15  or  30  minute  format  to  fit  the  time  schedules  of  the 
television  stations.  All  production  in  the  future  will  be  planned  on  this  basis 
to  take  advantage  of  the  double  use. 

One  film  entitled  "Hunting  the  Foothills  Flyway"  is  nearing  completion 
and  will  be  released  for  use  during  the  coming  tourist  promotional  season.  It 
is  expected  that  the  film  will  be  accepted  by  the  Canadian  Tourist  Film 
Evaluation  Committee  and  will  be  placed  in  all  tourist  film  outlets  by  the  end 
of  March,  1960.  This  film  deals  with  the  hunting  of  upland  and  migratory 
game  birds  and  will  be  used  as  a  promotional  piece  in  an  effort  to  extend  the 
tourist  season  well  into  the  fall  months. 

Another  short  film,  in  color  with  sound,  was  completed  for  the  Nursing 
Recruitment  Division  of  the  Department  of  Public  Health.  This  is  meant  for 
use  in  high  school  Vocational  Guidance  programs  and  was  also  designed  to 
fit  into  a  15  minute  TV  program,  allowing  for  a  question  and  answer  period. 
No  doubt  the  success  of  this  film  will  create  a  demand  for  similar  ones  in 
the  various  trades. 

One  film  was  completed  by  Ma tan  Productions  of  Edmonton  for  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  This  production  was  supervised  by  the  Film 
Commissioner  and  finished  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  department  concerned. 

Present  requests  would  indicate  a  heavier  schedule  of  motion  picture 
production  for  1960,  three  already  having  been  booked.  It  would  appear 
that  one  photographer  will  have  to  be  assigned  to  this  work  on  a  full  time  basis. 

TELEVISION  NEWS  RELEASE 

This  was  the  second  complete  year  for  our  television  news  service. 
The  releases  are  of  three  minutes  duration  each  and  are  supplied  to  the 
stations  with  a  written  commentary.  They  are  designed  to  fit  into  the  regular 
newscasts  and  depict  various  government  activities  as  they  may  be  of  interest 
to  the  public.  Twenty-nine  such  releases  were  made  in  1959,  with  three 
prints  of  each  being  made  for  the  use  of  the  five  TV  stations.  The  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  government  were  represented  in  the  news  as  follows:  Education 
1;  Highways  3;  Agriculture  16;  Provincial  Secretary  1;  Executive  Council  1; 
Lands  and  Forests  4;  Research  Council  1;  Labour  1;  and  Health  1. 
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A  daily  news  release  was  again  made  from  the  Royal  Agricultural 
Winter  Fair  to  the  five  Alberta  stations.  The  activities  of  Alberta's  exhibitors 
was  followed  day  by  day.  All  stations  have  expressed  appreciation  for  this 
service  to  the  viewing  public. 

FILM  DISTRIBUTION 

Our  film  library  presently  houses  some  1400  films  of  a  general  interest 
nature.  These  are  owned  by  the  Departments  of  the  Provincial  Secretary, 
Agriculture,  Health  and  Lands  and  Forests.  A  total  of  1,820  shipments  was 
made  from  the  library  during  1959,  5,400  films  being  shipped  in  all. 

Emphasis  was  again  placed  on  our  distribution  in  the  United  States 
through  a  co-operative  plan  with  the  offices  of  the  National  Film  Board  of 
Canada.  One  old  title  was  withdrawn  from  circulation  and  one  new  one 
added,  giving  the  province  a  total  of  107  prints  in  the  various  United  States 
libraries. 

Ten  thousand  and  ninty-three  cumulative  screenings  have  reported  an 
attendance  of  625,1  10  persons  to  date  in  the  U.S.  Alberta  films  produced  by 
the  Photographic  Branch  have  now  been  telecast  269  times  from  the  stations 
south  of  the  border.  Practically  all  Canadian  stations  have  also  used  our 
films  at  times  most  advantageous  to  our  tourist  promotional  campaigns. 

ART  SECTION 

The  demand  on  the  art  section  is  increasing  each  year  and  the  number 
of  projects  completed  this  year  show  a  marked  increase  over  1958.  Along 
with  the  hand  tinting  and  captioning  of  all  of  our  color  still  photos  the  follow¬ 
ing  assignments  were  completed:  four  sets  of  motion  picture  titles;  87  posters; 
140  names  plates;  54  place  cards;  26  cover  sketches;  31  displays;  90  signs 
of  various  kinds;  15  charts  and  six  four-page  brochures. 

The  above  assignments  were  done  at  the  request  of  a  number  of  dif¬ 
ferent  government  departments  who  would  otherwise  have  had  to  go  to 
commercial  artists.  Due  to  the  increase  in  this  type  of  work  during  the  year 
it  is  expected  that  an  additional  artist  will  have  to  be  added  to  the  staff  early 
in  1960. 

SCAN-A-GRAVER 

Plastic  cuts  were  produced  on  the  Scan-A-Graver  for  the  weekly  news¬ 
papers  throughout  the  province.  These  were  made  in  various  sizes  up  to  four 
columns  in  width  at  the  request  of  the  Publications  Branch.  Some  1,067 
cuts  were  made  during  the  year,  a  decrease  from  1958. 

ERNEST  BROWN  HISTORICAL  COLLECTION 

Miss  Gladys  Reeves  again  worked  on  a  part  time  basis  during  the  year 
on  the  cataloguing  in  connection  with  this  collection.  Since  the  purchase 
of  the  collection  and  the  subsequent  death  of  the  originator,  Mr.  Ernest 
Brown,  Miss  Reeves  has  been  collecting  information  on  the  old  photos.  Prints 
from  the  collection  have  been  supplied  for  a  number  of  historical  articles, 
besides  being  used  in  government  publicity. 

The  custodian  again  spent  much  of  her  spare  time  in  giving  lantern 
lectures  on  our  early  history  to  service  clubs  and  school  classes,  a  project 
for  which  she  is  to  be  highly  commended. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


The  highlight  of  the  year  for  the  Photographic  Branch  was  the  visit 
of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  and  Prince  Philip.  One  of  our  staff  mem¬ 
bers  served  as  assistant  to  the  Press  Relations  Officer  during  the  visit.  We 
were  again  able  to  obtain  some  very  nice  photos  of  Her  Majesty  to  record 
the  visit. 

The  Film  Commissioner  and  one  photographer  attended  the  Royal 
Winter  Fair,  covering  Alberta's  exhibitors  both  for  television  and  the  local 
press.  At  the  same  time,  a  tourist  and  agricultural  display  booth  was  oper¬ 
ated  at  the  fair.  This  served  as  a  headquarters  for  all  the  exhibitors  and 
offered  information  to  interested  parties  on  any  question  relating  to  the 
province. 

The  Film  Commissioner  was  also  privileged  to  attend  the  Dominion 
Provincial  Conference  on  tourism,  held  in  Ottawa,  immediately  after  the  Royal 
Winter  Fair.  The  half  day  spent  on  film  discussion  was  of  particular  interest. 

As  in  previous  years,  we  have  been  pleased  to  work  with  provincial, 
federal  and  commercial  agencies  for  the  promotion  of  Alberta.  Particular 
mention  should  be  made  of  the  National  Film  Board  of  Canada.  In  the 
matter  of  film  distribution  we  were  able  to  supply  prints  for  the  Board's 
summer  tourist  program.  In  co-operation  with  the  Board  we  again  operated 
the  Alberta  Theatre  at  the  Edmonton  Exhibition  and  extended  this  part  of  the 
program  to  take  in  the  Calgary  Stampede.  Reports  indicate  that  both  of 
these  ventures  were  highly  successful. 

Harmonious  relations  were  maintained  with  the  various  commercial 
photo  organizations  in  the  province.  Many  requests  considered  to  be  outside 
our  jurisdiction  were  forwarded  to  other  agencies  for  completion.  We  com¬ 
plied  with  our  policy  of  strict  adherence  to  government  work  only. 

The  branch  again  offered  equipment  loans  to  the  other  departments; 
129  such  loans  being  made.  The  screening  room  with  operator  was  made 
available  on  106  different  occasions  to  branches  of  other  departments. 
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FIRE  COMMISSIONER'S  OFFICE 


FIRE  LOSSES 

THERE  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  annual  monetary  fire  loss  in  1959  on  the 
basis  of  present  reports  and  estimates.  The  loss  of  life  by  fire  as  re- 
ported  to  this  office  remains  comparable  with  1958,  38  deaths  being  reported 
to  date;  it  is  possible  that  this  figure  may  increase  slightly  when  complete 
figures  for  the  year  are  available.  According  to  present  reports  and  estimates 
received,  a  comparison  of  the  last  three  years  shows  as  follows: 


Year  Property  Loss  Per  Capita  Loss  Loss  of  Life  Injuries 

1957  $6,532,451  $5.68  39  38 

1958  _  6,490,742  5.40  38  61 

1959  ...  6,887,414  5.64  38  61 


The  Alberta  population  has  increased  from  1,186,129  to  1,220,611. 


INSPECTION  ACTIVITIES 

An  active  fire  inspection  program  was  conducted  during  1959,  along 
with  fire  protection  instruction.  A  table  covering  inspections  for  the  last 
three  years  is  as  follows: 


Buildings 

Towns 

Orders 

Written 

Special 

Year 

Inspected 

Inspected 

Written 

Verbal 

Recom'dations 

Inspections 

1957 

2,393 

454 

296 

402 

2,769 

365 

1958 

2,532 

463 

406 

223 

2,210 

239 

1959 

2,691 

550 

177 

248 

3,106 

280 

These  inspections  are  in  addition  to  those  conducted  by  the  local  fire 
chiefs  in  various  towns  and  cities.  The  inspectors  have  continued  the  practice 
of  encouraging  and  assisting  local  authorities  in  the  conduct  of  their  own 
inspection  work.  One  conviction  was  recorded  under  Section  30  of  The 
Fire  Prevention  Act  for  failure  to  comply  with  an  Order — end  one  appeal 
against  a  conviction  under  Section  30  in  1958  was  heard  and  upheld. 

There  were  12  appeals  from  Orders  heard  by  the  Fire  Commissioner 
under  the  provisions  of  Sections  23  and  24  of  The  Fire  Prevention  Act. 

FIRE  INVESTIGATIONS 

Fire  investigations,  conducted  by  inspectors  of  this  branch  and  reported 


—  31 


to  this  office  by  federal,  provincial  and  municipal  law  enforcement  bodies, 
in  the  last  three  years  were: 


Incendiary  and 

Year  Fire  Investigations  Suspected  Incendiary 

1957  _ _ _  131  39 

1958  _  179  68 

1959  _  247  69 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  fire  investigations  has  increased, 
but  that  the  number  of  incendiary  and  suspected  incendiary  fires  remains 
constant. 

A  synopsis  of  court  cases  for  arson  and  allied  offences  during  1959 
follows: 


Charges 

Convictions 

Acquittals  or 
Charges  Withdrawn 

Pending 

Arson  _ 

_  9 

1 

1 

Accessory  after  the  fact, 
Sec.  406  (b)  C.C _ 

_  2 

0 

0 

There  was  one  court  of  inquiry  held  pursuant  to  Section  12  of  The  Fire 
Prevention  Act. 


FIRE  PREVENTION  EDUCATION 

By  means  of  lectures,  film  showings  and  demonstrations,  the  Fire  Com¬ 
missioner's  Office  fostered  fire  prevention  education  at  meetings  which  were 
arranged  with  local  municipal  groups.  A  number  of  new  films  were  pur¬ 
chased  to  carry  out  these  educational  programs: 


Year  Meetings  No.  of  Film  Showings  Attendance 

1957  _  364  263  21,243 

1958  _  316  247  24,588 

1959  .  200  236  11,305 


Fire  drills  in  schools,  hospitals,  theatres,  institutions,  dormitories  and 
other  buildings  totalled  246.  Demonstrations  of  first-aid  fire  fighting  equip¬ 
ment  totalled  97. 

The  fire  commissioner  and  his  staff,  with  the  co-operation  of  local  fire 
departments,  directed  and  promoted  a  vigorous  Fire  Prevention  Week  cam¬ 
paign.  Special  recognition  has  been  awarded  Alberta  for  a  special  report  on 
provincial  fire  prevention  programs  and  for  the  participation  of  its  communi¬ 
ties  in  fire  prevention  activities.  There  were  224  Fire  Prevention  Week 
reports  collected  by  this  office  and  forwarded  to  competition  headquarters  at 
Boston.  Seven  Alberta  municipalities  received  high  awards  placing  within 
the  top  30  across  Canada,  nine  communities  won  awards  in  the  Canadian 
Municipal  Division  by  population  class  ranking,  and  39  different  municipali¬ 
ties  will  receive  certificates  of  merit  for  outstanding  promotion  of  Fire 
Prevention  Week  educational  projects. 

FIRE  PROTECTION  INSTRUCTION  UNIT 

The  fire  protection  instruction  unit  was  employed  to  assist  fire  depart¬ 
ment  organizations  in  municipalities  and  in  industry.  This  was  combined 
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with  fire  prevention  work.  The  following  table  shows  the  special  work  of 
the  unit  and  the  other  instructors  employed  by  this  office: 


Year  Fire  Depfs.  Inspected  Recommendations  Drills  Called 

1957  _  93  67  58 

1958  _ 48  27  79 

1959  _  123  20  77 


In  order  to  better  explain  the  activities  of  the  instruction  unit  and  the 
instructors  employed  by  this  office,  the  following  break-down  is  presented 
of  their  activities  for  the  year: 


Fire  Dept.  Drills  held _ 

Fire  Dept.  Meetings  attended 
Fire  Dept.  Instruction  given 
Fire  Dept.  Films  shown 


Number 

Hours 

At+epidasiee 

18 

35 

21  1 

48 

117 

855 

57 

102 

523 

138 

PLAN  CHECKING 

Examination  of  architect's  plans  for  hotels,  hospitals,  schools,  and  other 
assembly  establishment  buildings  has  increased  over  the  previous  year.  A 
total  of  664  plans  were  checked,  this  being  an  increase  of  133  plans  over  the 
previous  year.  Recommendations  as  to  changes  to  guarantee  fire  safety 
were  initiated  and  followed  up  by  correspondence  from  this  office. 

OTHER  ACTIVITIES 

(a)  Firemenship  competitions  were  held  in  Fahler,  Taber,  Calgary, 
Lacombe,  Vegreville  and  Coleman,  at  which  this  department  assisted  the  fire 
departments  sponsoring  the  competitions  by  officiating  and  presenting  com¬ 
petition  prizes. 

(b)  Acting  in  support  of  Provincial  Civil  Defence,  the  fire  commissioner 
attended  regular  civil  defence  meetings,  participated  in  civil  defence  exercises 
and  supervised  civil  defence  auxiliary  firemen  training.  Lectures  were  given 
at  civil  defence  schools.  Training  with  civil  defence  fire  pumpers  was  super¬ 
vised  by  this  office. 

(c)  The  annual  conference  of  the  Association  of  Canadian  Fire  Marshals 
held  at  Ottawa  and  the  annual  National  Fire  Protection  Association  (Interna¬ 
tional)  meeting  at  Atlantic  City  were  both  attended  by  the  fire  commissioner. 
The  fire  commissioner  was  also  appointed  to  the  Associate  Committee  of  the 
National  Building  Code,  attending  committee  meetings  in  October  and  one  in 
December  at  the  National  Research  Council,  Ottawa.  The  fire  commissioner 
and  other  members  of  the  field  staff  attended  the  Alberta  Provincial  Fire 
Chiefs'  conference  and  college  at  Calgary  in  June. 

(d)  Regional  Fire  Officers'  Training  Schools  were  initiated  during  the 
year.  Two  schools  were  held,  one  at  the  Olds  and  the  other  at  the  Vermilion 
School  of  Agriculture.  A  total  of  43  fire  officers  attended  these  schools  at 
which  Part  I.  of  a  progressive  instruction  course  was  given. 

(e)  Assistance  by  inspectors  to  the  superintendent  of  insurance  con¬ 
sisted  of  conducting  24  investigations  and  resulting  in  one  prosecution  under 
The  Alberta  Insurance  Act,  and  52  investigations  resulting  in  19  prosecutions 
under  The  Real  Estate  Agents'  Licensing  Act. 
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THE  LIGHTNING  ROD  ACT 


No  new  companies  were  licensed  to  sell  and  install  lightning  rod 
materials  during  1959.  Licences  were  issued  to  37  agents  to  sell  and  install 
lightning  rod  materials.  There  were  three  investigations  and  three  special 
inspections  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
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FUEL  OIL  TAX  BRANCH 


THE  following  table  shows  the  total  sales  of  fuel  oils  of  all  types  to  con¬ 
sumers  in  Alberta  for  the  year  1959  with  comparable  figures  for  the 
years  1958  and  1957.  Sales  of  taxable  fuel  oils  (principally  for  highway 
use)  amounted  to  slightly  more  than  36%  of  the  total  sales  in  the  year  1959. 
The  tax  rate  on  all  classes  of  fuel  oil  is  ten  cents  per  gallon. 


SALES  OF  FUEL  OIL  TO  CONSUMERS  IN  ALBERTA 


Gallons  non-purple  tax-exempt  fuel  oil  _  _ 
Gallons  purple  tax-exempt  fuel  oil _ 

1957 

. .  283,869,769 

177,554,549 

1958 

250,642,763 

195,986,806 

1959 

233,936,542 

217,841,536 

Total  Gallons  Tax-exempt  sales _ 

Total  Gallons  Taxable  Sales _ 

......  461,424,318 

_  243,287,727 

446,629,569 

254,137,380 

451,778,078 

255,127,852 

Total  Gallons  AH  Sales  ....  ... 

704,712,045 

700,766,949 

706,905,930 

The  collection  and  remission  of  the  fuel  oil  tax  was  effected  by  some 
32  agents  of  the  minister  who  have  been  authorized  to  act  in  this  capacity 
by  the  department.  These  include  the  major  oil  producing  companies  in  the 
province  and  five  agents  authorized  to  collect  the  tax  on  taxable  fuel  oils 
imported  from  the  United  States  of  America.  Imports  from  the  U.S.A. 
through  these  ports  of  entry  amounted  to  4,406,796  gallons  in  1959,  a 
decrease  of  264,744  gallons  from  1958. 

Reports  of  convictions  under  The  Fuel  Oil  Tax  Act  in  1959  indicate 
1 ,462  infractions  under  the  Act  with  fines  amounting  to  $44,242.50  and  costs 
of  $3,775.50  imposed.  This  is  an  increase  of  259  convictions  over  the 
previous  year. 
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THE  SUPERINTENDENT 
OF  INSURANCE 


HE  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Insurance  is  charged  with  the  respon- 


i  sibility  of  regulating,  taxing  and  supervising  insurance  business  in  this 
province  as  provided  by  the  Alberta  Insurance  Act  and  the  Insurance  Cor¬ 
porations  Taxation  Act.  The  total  fees  and  taxes  collected  from  insurance 
companies  in  1959  under  both  The  Alberta  Insurance  Act  and  The  Insurance 
Corporations  Taxation  Act  amounted  to  approximately  $2,099,331. 

The  Real  Estate  Agents  Licensing  Act  is  also  administered  by  this 

office. 


THE  ALBERTA  INSURANCE  ACT 

The  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Insurance  administers  The  Alberta 
Insurance  Act,  The  Real  Estate  Agents7  Licensing  Act  and  The  Insurance 
Corporations  Tax  Act.  The  Alberta  Insurance  Act  requires  all  insurance 
companies,  insurance  agents,  and  insurance  adjusters  to  be  licensed.  Opera¬ 
tions  of  the  superintendent's  office  are  planned  to  work  co-operatively  with 
the  various  other  province^  of  Canada  to  maintain  uniformity  in  the  enact¬ 
ment  and  the  administration  of  insurance  laws  in  all  of  the  provinces  of 
Canada. 

Regulation  192/59  was  passed  during  the  year  providing  for  the 
Qualification  by  Personal  Written  Examination  of  all  new  applicants  for 
general  insurance  agents7  licenses.  The  regulation  became  effective  January 
1,  1960. 

The  42nd  annual  conference  of  the  Provincial  Superintendents  of 
Insurance  was  held  at  St.  Andrews,  New  Brunswick,  in  September,  1959,  and 
was  attended  by  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Insurance  M.  H.  Fisher  and  Legis¬ 
lative  Counsel  J.  W.  Ryan. 

Consequental  to  the  conference  the  superintendents  agreed  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  their  respective  governments  the  enactment  of  a  new  life  insurance 
Part  to  the  Insurance  Act  and  minor  amendments  to  the  automobile  Part. 

Insurance  premiums  of  all  classes  written  in  1958  increased  to  $107,- 
522,447  from  $97,505,154  in  1957  an  increase  of  10.27%.  Total  life 
premium,  excluding  fraternal,  increased  in  1958  to  $49,430,585  from 
$45,631,520  in  1957  an  increase  of  8.33%.  The  class  of  insurance  showing 
the  greatest  percentage  increase  was  group  life  insurance  at  21%.  The 
greatest  decline  is  shown  in  sickness  insurance  at  86%. 


—  36  — 


Statistics  reflecting  some  of  the  functions  of  the  branch  and  the 
operations  of  the  industry  are  attached  as  Appendix  77 A 7/. 

THE  REAL  ESTATE  AGENTS'  LICENSING  ACT 

Qualification  by  examination  under  regulation  25/59  has  been  carried 
out  on  all  new  applicants  under  this  Act  since  June  1,  1959. 

Approximately  22%  of  the  total  number  of  applicants  for  new 
licenses  either  failed  to  pass  the  test  or  failed  to  write  it  at  the  appointed  time. 

Statistics  reflecting  branch  activities  under  this  Act  follow  as  Appendix 

"B7/. 


THE  INSURANCE  CORPORATIONS  TAX  ACT 

Under  this  Act  insurers  licensed  in  Alberta,  excepting  fraternal 
societies,  are  assessed  a  tax  of  2%  of  their  gross  premiums  receivable, 
excluding  marine  insurance  and  less  dividends,  return  premiums  and  rein¬ 
surance  ceded  to  companies  licensed  in  Alberta.  This  tax  is  collected 
annually. 

For  the  fiscal  year  1959  the  tax  collected  was  $1,899,331.80  an 
increase  of  $192,226.86,  or  10.1%  over  the  collections  for  the  12  month 
period  ending  December  31,  1958.  This  tax  is  payable  by  the  15th  of  March 
of  each  year. 

APPENDIX  "A" 

INSURANCE  COMPANY  LICENCES  issued  during  calendar  year. 

1958  1959 


Dominion  Registered  _  332  331 

Provincially  Incorporated  _ _  7  10 

Extra-Provincial ly  Incorporated  Jlj _ 16  14 


355  355 

New  Companies  Admitted  _  12  8 

Companies  Withdrawn  During  Year _  2  1 

Companies  Withdrawn,  Merged  or 

Not  Renewing  at  End  of  Year _  6*  15 

Insurers  Remaining  at  End  of  Year _  347*  347 

Changes  in  Name _  3  6 


* — Two  companies  were  reported  as  not  renewing  at  the  end  of  1958  whereas  later  during 
1 959  renewal  was  made. 


LICENSING  OF  INSURANCE  AGENTS  AND  ADJUSTERS 

Certificates  of  Authority  Issued 

February  15,  1958  to  February  15,  1959  _  5907 

Increase  over  previous  years _  305 

Certificates  of  Authority  Issued 

February  15,  1959  to  December  31,  1959 _  6011 

Adjusters7  Certificates  Issued 

June  1,  1958  to  June  1,  1959 _  177 

Increase  over  previous  year _  12 

Adjusters7  Certificates  Issued 

June  1 ,  1 959  to  December  31,1 959 _  1 74 
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INSURANCE  COMPLAINTS 


1958 

1959 

Complaints  Received  _ 

_  314 

290 

Charges  Entered  _ 

_  10 

14* 

Charges  Dismissed  or  Withdrawn _ 

_  2 

1 

Cases  Pending  _ 

-  — 

1 

Convictions  Obtained  _ 

_  8 

13t 

Letters  of  Warning  _ 

_  29 

22 

Fines  Paid  _ 

.$165.00 

$20.00 

Sentences  .....  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Two  One-year  sus¬ 

pended  Sentences. 

*13  Charges  laid  by  R.C.M.P. 
til  Against  One  Individual 


PREMIUMS  WRITTEN 

To  the  355  insurers  licensed  in  Alberta  in  1958,  Albertans  paid 
$107,522,447  in  insurance  premiums.  This  figure,  compiled  from  The 
Annual  Statements  filed  by  the  companies,  represents  an  increase  over  the 
1957  volume  of  business  of  just  over  10%.  Based  on  the  June  1st,  1958 
estimated  Alberta  population  of  1,201,000  the  per  capita  insurance  premium 
in  Alberta  in  1958  was  $89.50  an  increase  of  $5.46  over  the  previous  year. 
A  comparison  of  premiums  written  by  classes  for  1957  and  1958  follows. 


CLASS  OF  INSURANCE 


Life 

1957 

1958 

P&M 

%  * 

Ordinary  _ _ 

$31,311,956 

$33,831,865 

P 

8.04 

Group  _ 

3,844,076 

4,668,844 

P 

21.46 

Industrial  _ 

-  1,503,577 

1,465,129 

M 

2.56 

Annuities  _ 

-  8,971,911 

9,464,647 

P 

5,49 

Fire  _ 

.  10,878,842 

12,303,767 

P 

13.09 

Automobile _ 

_  21,710,724 

25,324,131 

P 

16.64 

Accident  _ 

839,624 

724,599 

M 

13.70 

Sickness  _ 

608,330 

84,408 

M 

86.13 

Accident  and  Sickness  Combined 

_  1,620,134 

8,723,951 

P 

14.48 

Liability  _ 

-  1,807,922 

2,051,720 

P 

13.48 

Guarantee _ _ 

938,100 

1,058,901 

P 

12.87 

Theft  _ 

186,146 

222,899 

P 

19.74 

Plate  Glass  _ 

149,912 

172,949 

P 

15.36 

Personal  Property _  _ 

.  3,071,730 

3,440,882 

P 

12.01 

Inland  Transportation _ 

_  1,426,072 

1,229,618 

M 

13.78 

Miscellaneous _ 

908,522 

1,049,449 

P 

15.51 

Hail  _ 

707,819 

636,776 

M 

10.04 

Fraternal  Life  and  Disability _ 

1,019,757 

1,067,902 

P 

4.72 

$97,505,154 

$107,522,447 

P 

10.27 

* — P  -  Plus  M  -  Minus  %  -  Percentage. 
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LEGISLATION 


The  investment  provisions  of  the  Alberta  Insurance  Act  were  com¬ 
pletely  overhauled  resulting  in  considerably  wider  investment  powers  for  our 
domestic  insurance  companies  who  had  been  protesting  the  restrictions 
contained  in  the  former  section  91.  Other  minor  amendments  were  made 
to  the  uniform  parts  of  this  Act. 


APPENDIX  "B" 

LICENSING  OF  REAL  ESTATE  AGENTS  AND  SALESMEN 

Continuous  licences  issued 

January  1st,  1959  to  December  31st,  1959 

Agents  _  1 54 

Salesmen  _  1559 

Total  licences  issued  for  calendar  year  1959 _  1713 

Increase/Decrease  from  previous  year 

Agents  (Increase)  _  31 

Salesmen  (Decrease) _  127 

Continuous  licences  in  effect  as  of  December  31,  1959 

Agents  _ 690 

Salesmen  _  1638 

Total  licences  in  effect  as  of  December  31,  1959 _ |____  2328 


ADVISORY  BOARDS 

There  were  three  advisory  boards  convened  to  consider  applications  for 
real  estate  licences. 


NET  REVENUE 


Revenue  for  the  calendar  year,  1959 _ $6,420.00 

Increase  over  previous  year _  328.00 


REAL  ESTATE  COMPLAINTS 


1958 

1959 

Complaints  Received  _ 

_  113 

165 

Charges  Entered _ 

_  15 

25 

Charges  Dismissed  or  Withdrawn _ 

_  2 

Nil 

Convictions  Obtained  - 

_  13 

25 

Cases  Pending  _ 

_  2 

1 

Letters  of  Warning _ 

_  28 

43 

Fines  Paid - 

_ $360.00 

$580.00 

Jail  Sentences _ 

-  1  year  jail 

6  months 

sentence  hard  labour 
* — Six  charges  laid  by  R.C.M.P. 
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MOTION  PICTURE  CENSOR  BOARD 


DURING  the  calendar  year,  1959,  the  board  screened  1,044  first  print 
standard  (35mm)  subjects  and  1,426  first  print  narrow  gauge  (16mm) 
subjects. 


STANDARD  35mm  FILM 

The  standard  film,  made  up  in  reels  of  approximately  1,000  feet,  were 
screened  as  follows: 


Prints 

Reels 

First  Prints _ 

Free  Prints  _ 

_  1,016 

_  28 

3,619 

211 

Sub  Total  _ 

Second  Prints _ 

_  1,044 

_  2,101 

3,830 

4,916 

Total _ 

_  3,145 

8,746 

Comprising  subjects  of  all  types,  they  were  dealt  with  in  the  following 
manner: 


Origin 

Films 

Eliminations 

Rejections 

Australian  _ 

_  3 

_ 

British _ 

_  146 

55  from 

24 

1 

Canadian _ 

_  28 

1 

Chinese  _ 

_  6 

_ 

_ 

Danish  _ 

_  1 

_ 

Franco-ltalian  _ 

_  1 

_ 

French  _ 

_  21 

47  from 

11 

German  _ 

_  30 

1 5  from 

7 

Italian  _ 

_  10 

2  from 

1 

Japanese  _ 

_  19 

5  from 

1 

Mexican  ____  _ 

_  1 

1 

Russian  _ 

_  8 

2  from 

1 

South  African _ 

_  1 

United  States  _ 

_  769 

223  from 

65 

1 

1,044 

349  from  1 1 0 

4 
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NARROW  GAUGE  16mm  FILM 


Narrow  gauge  film,  made  up  in  reels  averaging  400  feet  each,  were 
dealt  with  as  follows: 


Prints 

Reels 

First  Prints  _ 

_  434 

2,458 

Free  Prints  _ 

_  992 

2,399 

Sub  Total  _ 

_  1 ,426 

4,857 

Second  Prints  _ 

_  178 

387 

Total _ 

_  1,604 

5,244 

These  include  frist  print  educational,  documentary,  dramatic,  religious, 
medical,  and  advertising  subjects  dealt  with  as  follows: 


Origin 

Films 

Eliminations 

Rejections 

British  _ 

24 

17  from  7 

Danish  _ 

2 

_ 

Dutch  _ 

1 

French  _  _  _ 

106 

1 1  from  1 

____ 

German  _ 

1 

_ 

_ 

Hungarian  _ _ _ _ 

3 

2  from  1 

,  ____ 

Ishaeli  _ 

2 

_ 

Italian  _ _ 

24 

_ 

Japanese  _ 

2 

_ 

„„ 

Polish  _  _ 

1 

_ 

Russian  _ 

7 

2  from  1 

South  African  _ _ 

2 

_ 

Spanish  _ 

1 

_ 

_ 

Swedish  _ 

2 

_ 

Swiss  - 

1 

_ 

United  States  &  Canada 

1,246 

1 53  from  48 

Venezulan  _ 

1 

— 

— 

Total  _ 

1,426 

1  85  from  58 

Nil 

During  the  1 959  calendar  year  the  number  of  first  print  35mm  subjects 
totalled  1,044  as  compared  with  2,061  in  1958,  a  decrease  of  1,017  or 
49.3%.  This  decrease  in  first  print  subjects  has  been  exaggerated  as  a 
result  of  segregating  trailers— all  previously  shown  as  first  prints — into  first 
and  second  prints. 


Sixteen  millimeter  subjects  screened  in  1959  totalled  1,426  compared 
with  1,216  in  1958,  an  increase  of  210  or  17.2%  over  1958. 
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ADVERTISING  BRANCH 


THE  major  responsibility  of  the  Advertising  Branch  is  the  planning,  prepara¬ 
tion  and  administration  for  all  Government  of  Alberta  advertising; 
classified,  legal  and  display.  The  office  also  provides  administrative  service 
for  the  Publicity  Bureau. 

The  following  is  a  review  of  the  1959  activities  of  the  Advertising 
Branch. 


ADVERTISING 

The  advertising  services  of  this  branch  were  used  by  almost  all  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  government.  Every  form  of  media  was  used  for  government 
advertisements.  They  included  radio  and  television,  daily  and  weekly  news¬ 
papers,  trade  publications,  consumer  magazines,  farm  papers,  posters  as  well 
as  billboards,  floats,  exhibits,  displays  and  direct  mail. 


An  advertising  program  was  prepared  for  the  Industrial  Development 
Branch.  Every  effort  was  made  to  tell  effectively  the  story  of  Alberta's 
industrial  development  program.  These  advertisements  were  scheduled  in 
a  carefully  selected  group  of  American  and  Canadian  trade,  business  and 
financial  publications. 


Advertising  continued  to  play  a  major  role  in  the  number  of  enquiries 
received  for  travel  information.  All  travel  advertising  includes  a  coupon  for 
clipping  and  mailing  to  the  Travel  Bureau,  requesting  travel  information. 
Here  is  a  list  of  publications  and  coupon  returns: 


Canadian  Geographical  Journal  _ 18 

Chatelaine  _ _ _  859 

Chicago  Tribune  _ 298 

Field  &  Stream _  558 

Grade  Teacher _ 425 

Holiday  - 2,190 

Hunting  &  Fishing _  22 

Motorland  _  92 

National  Geographic  _ 1,648 

Outdoor  Life  _ 534 
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Redbook  _  2,366 

Rod  &  Gun _  1 9 

Ski  _  100 

Spokane  Chronicle _ 32 

Sports  Afield  _ ___  442 

Sunset  _  1,062 

Washington  Motor _  4 

Westways  _ i _  77 

Skiing  _ _ _ _  25 

New  York  Times  (travel  and  industrial  lit.) _ _ 140 


Legal  and  classified  advertising  for  all  departments  was  heavy,  running 
153,515  and  225,942  lines  respectively.  Special  campaigns  were  prepared 
for  several  departments  with  particular  emphasis  on  Education,  Mines  and 
Minerals,  Lands  and  Forests  and  Agriculture.  A  series  of  Labour  relations 
ads  were  scheduled  for  the  Department  of  Labour. 


EXHIBITS  AND  DISPLAYS 

Several  displays  were  completed  during  1959  and  of  particular  interest 
was  the  use  of  the  1958  Grey  cup  parade  float  in  Class  "B"  and  "C"  fairs 
and  exhibitions  in  Alberta. 


The  Alberta  float  appeared  in  parades  wherever  possible  following  a 
formal  request  from  the  community  concerned.  The  Department  of  High¬ 
ways  undertook  the  job  of  hauling  the  float  from  town  to  town.  The  float 
appeared  in  1  1  parades  and  travelled  approximately  2,500  miles. 

Since  the  inception  of  this  service  several  requests  have  been  received 
for  the  1960  season.  It  has  been  recommended  that  a  suitable  Alberta  float 
be  built  for  the  coming  season. 

The  best  display  was  the  annual  effort  at  The  Royal  Winter  Fair  in 
Toronto.  "Royal"  winners  were  featured  and  the  display  was  a  favorite 
meeting  place  for  all  Albertans.  More  than  a  ton  of  literature  was  distributed 
featuring  agriculture  and  travel  information. 

Fort  Macleod  was  a  focal  point  for  the  development  of  Alberta  displays. 
At  the  information  bureau  attention  was  focused  on  a  central  window  of 
Alberta  handicrafts,  while  the  east  and  west  windows  featured  Alberta's  his¬ 
toric  sites,  campsites  and  picnic  tables. 

Working  in  close  co-operation  with  Ottawa  headquarters  of  the 
R.C.M.P.,  the  advertising  office  collected  and  arranged  a  display  in  the  new 
N.W.M.P.  Museum  in  Fort  Macleod.  This  effort  culminated  in  a  special 
opening  ceremony  attended  by  many  federal,  provincial  and  municipal 
dignitaries.  The  museum  is  now  a  centre  of  attraction  in  the  Fort,  drawing 
thousands  of  visitors  annually  to  this  historic  museum  in  southern  Alberta 

Display  cases  on  the  main  floor  of  the  Legislative  Building  were 
changed  every  month.  The  displays  featured  subjects  arranged  for  the 
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Department  of  Agriculture  and  general  publicity. 

ROAD  SIGNS 

Every  effort  was  made  to  complete  an  extensive  sign  program  during 

1959.  Ail  industrial  signs  were  erected  and  now  total  28.  There  were  15 
historic  signs  erected  during  the  year  bringing  the  total  to  36. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  change  the  style  of  the  industrial  signs 
in  order  to  retain  the  rustic  feature  of  all  road  signs  for  historic  purposes. 

HISTORIC  MARKERS 

This  was  a  new  program  taken  over  by  the  branch  from  a  preliminary 
start  in  1958.  During  the  period  of  May  to  the  end  of  September,  20 
concrete  cairns  were  erected  throughout  the  province.  The  cairns  are  used  to 
mark  old  forts,  missions,  trading  posts,  pioneer  homes,  Indian  battles,  trails, 
stopping  places  and  many  other  places  and  objects  of  interest,  all  of  which 
played  an  important  part  in  the  history  of  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

The  program  followed  is  arranged  by  an  Historic  Committee.  Members 
are:  E.  S.  Bryant,  chairman;  Don  Tannas,  historical  researcher;  E,  Ball,  field- 
man;  D.  Williams,  Provincial  Parks  Board;  E.  P.  Shaver,  Provincial  Parks 
Board;  H.  Dempsey,  archivist,  Glenbow  Foundation;  J.  MacGregor,  Alberta 
Historical  Society;  and  B.  Peel,  librarian,  Rutherford  Library.  The  last  three 
named  constitute  a  standing  committee  to  review  site  selection  and  proposed 
wording  for  signs  and  plaques. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Some  recordings  of  Alberta  Pioneers  and  Old  Timers  were  completed 
during  the  year.  A  special  effort  will  be  made  to  continue  this  work  during 

1960. 

For  the  past  few  years  the  Citizenship  Office,  Edmonton,  has  forwarded 
the  names  of  individuals  who  have  received  their  citizenship  papers.  We 
forward  a  package  of  suitable  literature,  together  with  a  letter  from  our 
minister,  the  Hon.  A.  R.  Patrick.  2,856  packages  were  mailed  during  the 
year. 

In  February,  in  Banff,  Alberta,  the  International  Collegiate  Ski  Meet 
was  staged  with  the  assistance  of  the  Ski  Runners  of  the  Canadian  Rockies. 
Approximately  75  university  and  collegiate  students  from  Canadian  and 
American  universities  met  in  this  13th  annual  four-way  skiing  competition. 
The  meet  is  sponsored  by  the  department  for  publicity  and  promotional 
purposes  with  the  University  of  Alberta  as  joint  hosts.  The  director  is 
chairman  of  this  ski  meet. 

The  director  was  appointed  deputy  chairman  of  the  Alberta  Emergency 
Measures  Organization  in  August,  and  is  working  with  Lt.  Col.  A.  J.  Lavoie, 
Alberta's  Co-ordinator  of  Civil  Defence,  in  the  development  of  effective 
government  services  in  the  event  of  an  emergency. 

The  director  served  on  the  following  committees: 

The  Advertising  and  Publications  Committee 

The  Industrial  Development  Board 

The  Calgary  Olympic  Development  Association. 
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PUBLICATIONS  BRANCH 


THE  SERVICES  of  the  Publications  Branch  have  been  utilized  fully  by  all 
departments  of  the  government  during  the  past  year.  Not  only  has 
the  staff  been  active  in  preparing  many  publications  of  promotional  or 
informative  nature,  but  they  have  been  engaged  in  publicizing  in  the  most 
effective  manner  the  services  of  various  departments  within  the  government. 

The  Publications  Branch  is  responsible  for: 

1.  The  preparation  and  distribution  of  news  releases  on  government  affairs 
to  all  media: 

2.  The  design,  editing  and  publication  of  special  publicity  and  promotional 
material: 

3.  Providing  assistance  to  news  and  feature  media  as  they  develop  their 
stories  about  Alberta: 

4.  The  operation  and  administration  of  the  Clipping  Service,  for  the  benefit 
of  all  departments  of  the  government. 

REGULAR  PUBLICATIONS 

The  Publications  Branch  publishes  monthly  the  government  publication 
"Within  Our  Borders",  distributed  without  charge  to  35,000  readers  within 
and  without  Alberta.  "Within  Our  Borders"  is  designed  to  keep  readers  in¬ 
formed  of  the  services  of  their  government. 

Every  two  months,  the  Publications  Branch  publishes  the  "Industrial 
Newsletter".  This  eight-page  paper  describes  industries  and  industrial 
opportunities  within  the  province  to  a  readership  of  some  14,000  in  Canada 
and  in  foreign  nations. 

Previously  issued  quarterly,  "Leisure",  a  magazine  emphasizing  the 
cultural  life  of  the  province,  is  edited  and  printed  every  two  months  by  the 
Publications  Branch.  This  quality  publication  details  procedures,  information 
and  ideas  on  arts  and  crafts,  drama,  music,  recreation  and  libraries. 

Every  month,  the  Publications  Branch  prepares  and  distributes  a  bulletin 
for  the  Canadian  Rockies  Tourist  Association,  publicizing  the  province's 
tourist  attractions  and  keeping  informed  those  in  the  tourist  business  of 
current  events  and  opportunities. 

The  Publication  Branch  reveiws  and  edits  other  publications  for 
other  branches  as  required. 
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NEWS  RELEASES 


The  Publications  Branch  prepares  and  distributes  news  releases  for  all 
departments  of  the  government.  These  are  prepared  either  at  the  request 
of  the  department  concerned,  or  at  the  suggestion  of  this  branch.  In  1959, 
there  were  302  releases  distributed  made  up  of  133  special  features  and 
169  general  news  stories. 

By  restricting  releases  to  those  items  which  are  of  valid  news  value,  a 
very  high  rate  of  use  is  reported  from  all  media.  Wherever  possible,  news 
items  are  accompanied  by  either  pictures  or  plastic  engravings.  Releases 
included  609  pictures  and  approximately  1,000  engravings.  In  some  in¬ 
stances,  mats  were  distributed  in  place  of  either  pictures  or  engravings. 
Publicizing  the  Master  Farm  Family  awards  called  for  use  of  mats,  of  which 
140  were  distributed.  The  Royal  Winter  Fair  coverage  called  for  39  releases, 
1  1  1  engravings  and  1  19  pictures. 

The  branch  makes  a  point  of  maintaining  a  close  and  working  liaison 
with  press,  radio  and  television  personnel  and  free  lance  writers,  to  assist 
them  in  their  presentation  of  material  on  Alberta. 

Many  special  writings  are  undertaken  by  the  branch  for  specific 
publications  for  special  purposes.  These  include  such  material  as  economic 
round-ups;  travel  specials  and  others.  During  the  past  year,  the  branch  met 
40  such  special  item  requests. 

SPECIAL  PUBLICATIONS 

The  Publications  Branch  has  a  continuing  program  of  preparation  of 
publications  for  other  branches  within  the  department,  including  travel, 
recreation,  and  industrial  development  when  that  branch  was  with  this 
department.  It  also  undertakes  similar  responsibilities  for  other  departments 
including  such  items  this  past  year  as:  auditorium  brochures;  Alberta  Farm 
Guide  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture;  medical  technicians  brochure  for 
the  University  Hospital;  nurse  recruitment  brochures  for  the  Department 
of  Health;  Our  Provincial  Government  for  the  Department  of  Education; 
Shrine  Association  Convention  Booklet;  Research  Council  Annual  Report,  and 
others. 

Publications  for  this  department  included  such  items  as  the  Accommo¬ 
dation  Booklet;  Alberta  at  a  Glance;  Albertacraft  Booklet;  Colorful  Alberta; 
Historic  Sites  Booklet;  Alberta  Road  Map;  tourist  information  folder;  May¬ 
time;  menu  covers;  Points  of  Interest;  Vacations  Unlimited  posters;  Tourist 
Roundup;  Family  Vacationland  color  book;  Through  the  Years,  and  others. 

The  branch  is  responsible  for  such  continuing  programs  as  the  printing 
of  the  economic  surveys  of  Alberta  communities  for  the  promotional  use  of 
the  Department  of  Industry  and  Development. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The  Publications  Branch  provides  many  other  services.  The  director  of 
the  branch  co-ordinates  many  press  conferences  for  other  departments;  origin¬ 
ates  publicity  for  special  events  such  as  Fire  Prevention  Week;  advises  and 
acts  on  publicity  for  campaigns  such  as  the  Buy  Alberta  campaign;  the 
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organization  of  the  Golden  Age  of  Flight  Anniversary  insofar  as  it  effected 
government  participation;  assists  the  University  of  Alberta  in  publicity  cam¬ 
paigns;  works  with  the  Alberta  Safety  Council,  in  publicity  measures  effecting 
the  government.  The  director  acted  as  arrangements  chairman  for  the 
Canadian  Tourist  Association  convention  in  Alberta.  Staff  members  generally 
are  available  to  undertake  all  publicity  and  promotional  efforts  to  assist  in 
the  publicizing  of  the  province  and  the  government  services  therein. 

OTHER  SERVICES 

The  branch  maintains  a  biographical  file  of  all  government  ministers 
and  many  senior  government  officials  for  prompt  service  to  press  and  public. 

The  branch  answers  many  enquiries  from  the  public  on  matters  con¬ 
cerning  the  government.  Last  year,  1,751  requests  for  information  were 
handled. 

The  branch  prepares  regularly  material  for  such  specialized  publica¬ 
tions  as  the  Encyclopedia  Americana,  the  Canada  Year  Book,  and  others. 

The  branch  prepares  many  speeches,  messages  and  radio  scripts  for 
government  ministers.  Last  year,  21  such  speeches  and  messages  were 
prepa  red. 

CLIPPING  SERVICE 

A  staff  of  two  examines  hundreds  of  publications  and  periodicals 
published  within  and  without  the  province,  clipping  therefrom  material  of 
interest  to  the  government.  Last  year,  almost  30,000  items  were  clipped, 
classified,  distributed  for  inspection  and  filed  for  subsequent  reference. 
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PUBLIC  RELATIONS  OFFICERS 


HE  ACTIVITIES  of  the  Public  Relations  Office  increased  substantially 


I  during  the  past  year  as  result  of  the  visit  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
and  the  Prince  Philip  during  the  month  of  July. 

During  the  royal  visit,  the  public  relations  officer  was  press  officer 
for  the  province  and  was  responsible  for  the  activities  of  the  local  information 
officers  at  those  points  in  Alberta  that  were  included  in  the  royal  tour 
itinerary.  In  addition,  the  Public  Relations  Office  was  responsible  for  the 
preparation  and  distribution  of  the  guest  list  for  the  government  open-air 
luncheon  held  in  connection  with  the  royal  visit.  This  guest  list  involved 
approximately  2,000  persons  and  included  representatives  from  every  known 
organization  that  was  either  provincial  or  national  in  scope.  The  public 
relations  officer  was  secretary  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  conduct  of  the  government  luncheon  and  as  such  it  was  his 
responsibility  to  co-ordinate  the  efforts  of  the  various  members  of  this 
committee. 

Increasing  national  interest  is  being  shown  in  Alberta  as  a  convention 
site.  Consequently  a  large  number  of  conventions  and  meetings  of  concern 
to  the  government  were  held  in  the  province  during  the  past  year.  Although 
the  Public  Relations  Officer  was  prevented  from  attending  as  many  conven¬ 
tions  as  usual,  due  to  royal  visit  activity,  this  office  was  responsible  for  the 
details  of  government  participation  in  those  conventions  in  which  govern¬ 
ment  interest  was  evident.  This  participation  consisted  of  government  hos¬ 
pitality  in  the  form  of  luncheons  or  dinners  or  by  grants  to  assist  convention 
committees.  The  public  relations  officer  was  called  upon  from  time  to  time 
to  assist  committees  from  various  organizations  in  planning  convention  ar¬ 
rangements.  In  many  instances  arrangements  were  made  for  the  distribution 
of  literature,  the  showing  of  Alberta  motion  pictures  and  the  lending  of 
Alberta  banners  for  use  at  conventions  of  international  scope.  The  attractive 
menu  covers  prepared  by  the  Publications  Branch  were  in  great  demand 
and  were  very  helpful  in  providing  effective  publicity  for  Alberta. 

During  the  year,  Alberta  received  visiting  dignitaries  from  other  coun¬ 
tries  and  other  parts  of  Canada,  It  was  the  responsibility  of  the  public 
relations  officer  to  assist  in  extending  hospitality  on  behalf  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  such  visitors. 

On  many  occasions  during  the  past  year,  requests  for  general  informa¬ 
tion  or.  the  Province  of  Alberta  were  received  from  other  parts  of  the  world 
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and  it  was  the  responsibility  of  the  public  relations  officer  to  supply  the 
information  requested. 

The  government  information  telephone  service  operates  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Public  Relations  Office  and  is  an  important  function  of  this 
office.  The  demands  on  this  government  service  are  steadily  increasing. 

The  Public  Relations  Office  endeavors  to  maintain  a  close  relationship 
with  members  of  the  press  and  prompt  attention  has  been  given  to  requests 
for  information  or  assistance  received  from  various  press  media.  A  constant 
liaison  is  maintained  between  this  office  and  the  members  of  the  press  gallery 
in  the  form  of  a  writer  who  is  familiar  with  the  requirements  and  activities 
of  members  of  the  press  gallery. 

During  the  past  year,  provincial  athletic  organizations,  participating  in 
national  events  were  recognized  by  the  presentation  of  provincial  athletic 
crests.  The  public  relations  officer  was  responsible  for  the  preparation  of 
such  crests  and  on  occasion  was  called  upon  to  make  the  presentation  on 
behalf  of  the  government,  in  addition  to  being  responsible  for  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  appropriate  publicity.  The  Alberta  athletic  representatives  recognized 
were  the  Alberta  veterans  curling  champions;  the  Alberta  ladies'  golf  team; 
the  Alberta  ladies'  curling  champions;  the  Alberta  representatives  in  the 
Canadian  lawn  bowling  championships;  the  Alberta  Macdonald  Brier  repre¬ 
sentatives  and  the  Alberta  high  school  curling  champions.  The  Alberta  high 
school  curling  representatives  were  successful  in  winning  the  Canadian 
championship  and  subsequently  received  further  recognition  in  the  form  of  a 
suitable  presentation  on  the  floor  of  the  Legislature. 

On  occasion,  the  public  relations  officer  has  been  requested  by  the 
director  of  personnel  to  sit  on  boards  dealing  with  applications  for 
positions  in  other  departments  involving  the  type  of  duty  with  which  the 
public  relations  officer  is  familiar. 

In  April  of  the  past  year  the  public  relations  officer  attended  the 
annual  conference  of  the  Canadian  Public  Relations  Association. 

In  addition  to  other  duties,  the  public  relations  officer  is  a  member  of 
the  Government  Advisory  Committee  on  Advertising  and  Publications. 
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SOUTHERN  AREA  OFFICE 


FUNCTIONS  (General) 

1.  To  assist  in  the  implementation  of  departmental  policy  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  southern  half  of  the  province. 

2.  To  carry  out  surveys  and  gather  information  as  required  by  branches 
from  the  southern  area. 

3.  To  act  as  contact  point  and  departmental  representative  in  southern 
Alberta. 

4.  To  co-operate  with  and  assist  any  government  agency  in  carrying 
on  service  to  the  public. 


Cultural  Activities  _  _ 

Edmonton  Visitors _  59 

Technical  Information  Service  20 
Canadian  Rockies  Tourist  Ass'n  71 

Glenbow  Foundation  _  256 

Total  Reception  2,905  persons 


During  1959,  12,751  miles  were  covered  by  Mr.  Dali  in  the  course  of 
distribution  of  travel  literature  and  classification  of  motels. 


TRAVEL  BUREAU 


DETAILS  OF  VARIOUS  OPERATIONS  IN  1959 
Distribution  of  Office  Reception: 


Miscellaneous  -  1,537 

Personnel  _  724 

Immigration  -  6 

Film  Branch _  39 

Public  Relations  — _  193 


Mileage: 


(a)  Distribution  of  Literature: 

An  early  start  was  made  to  supply  our  principal  agencies  such  as  motor 
associations,  oil  companies,  touring  bureaus,  travel  bureaus,  Canadian  con¬ 
sulates,  and  ports  of  entry,  etc.,  with  travel  literature.  It  was  necessary  to 
hire  additional  help  to  complete  the  entire  distribution  which  was  finally  com¬ 
pleted  in  June. 
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All  principal  cities  and  towns  and  resort  areas  on  the  Trans-Canada 
Highway  within  the  four  western  provinces  are  now  receiving  Alberta  travel 
literature. 

Requests  for  travel  literature  supplies  from  Ontario  and  Quebec  in¬ 
creased  at  least  50%  and  many  new  agencies  were  added. 

Supplies  of  greater  quantities  were  requested  from  many  of  the  eastern 

states. 


457,3 1 2  pieces  of  literature  were  distributed  to  our  agencies  throughout 
Canada  and  the  United  States  and  other  countries  from  this  office.  We  now 
have  approximately  5,000  active  agencies,  of  which  450  were  added  this  year. 

(b)  Tourist  Accommodation  Classification 

All  motels;  autels;  auto  camps;  and  motor  hotels  throughout  the 
province  were  visited  this  year  by  D.  D.  Dali,  classification  supervisor.  Many 
units  were  reclassified. 

D.  D.  Dali  attended  the  San  Francisco  travel  show  and  reported  consid¬ 
erable  increase  in  travel  to  Alberta. 


FILMS 


During  the  year  there  was  increased  use  of  our  film  library.  Projector 
and  equipment  was  loaned  out  to  various  government  departments. 

PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

The  southern  area  supervisor  assisted  various  visitors  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  Europe  and  elsewhere.  In  some  instances  trips  through  mountain 
parks  and  surrounding  districts  were  arranged.  The  southern  area  super¬ 
visor  conducted  a  tour  of  tourist  information  staff  members  through  2,000 
miles  of  Alberta  and  into  contiguous  tourist  areas.  He  also  made  several 
shorter  tours  of  the  tourist  teletype  accommodation  service  offices  of  the 
Canadian  Rockies  Tourist  Association  to  give  advice  and  assistance  to  this 
organization  as  required. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  THEATRES 


THE  following  information  covers  the  main  activities  of  the  Inspector  of 
Theatres  during  the  1959  calendar  year,  with  1958  figures  given  for 
comparison. 

THE  ERECTION,  OPERATION  AND  PUBLIC  SAFETY  OF  PLACES  OF  AMUSEMENT 


1958  1959 

Number  of  plans  surveyed _  6  24 

Clearance  for  theatres  _  2  4 

Clearances  for  other  than  theatres _  54  69 

Number  of  inspections _  570  535 

Number  of  arenas  inspected _ Not  tabulated  65 

Recommendations  re:  wiring _  85  76 

Recommendations  re:  fire  precaution _  332  271 

Recommendations  re:  entrance,  exits 

and  public  safety _  477  323 

Miscellaneous  recommendations  _  28  42 


lota!  number  of  recommendations _  922  712 

Buildings  inspected  where 

no  recommendations  were  required _  79  92 


The  number  of  inspections  is  down  somewhat  from  1958  due  to  more 
time  being  spent  in  the  inspection  of  arenas.  The  number  of  buildings  where 
no  recommendations  were  necessary  increased  by  16]/2%.  Although  the 
number  of  inspections  made  decreased  by  6%,  the  total  number  of  recom¬ 
mendations  decreased  by  23%  due  to  the  general  improvement  brought 
about  by  more  frequent  inspections. 


PROJECTION  ROOMS  AND  EQUIPMENT 

1958  1959 

Projectors  inspected  _ 188  190 

Recommendations  for  repairs _  _  109  82 

Recommendations  re:  wiring  _  1  0 

Recommendations  re:  fire  precautions _  28  14 

Recommendations  re:  Miscellaneous  _  11  7 


149  103 

A  decrease  of  20%  in  the  total  number  of  recommendations  on  pro¬ 
jection  rooms  and  equipment  is  noted.  One  event  of  importance  in  respect 
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to  projection  rooms  was  the  installation  of  70  m.m.  equipment  in  the  Para¬ 
mount  Theatre,  Edmonton  and  the  Capitol  Theatre,  Calgary. 

ARENAS 

During  the  year  1959,  65  inspections  were  made.  In  the  course  of 
these  inspections  four  arenas  were  found  to  have  serious  structural  weak¬ 
nesses.  Six  others  were  found  to  show  signs  of  structural  weaknesses. 

In  all  arenas  where  serious  structural  faults  were  found,  the  persons 
operating  the  buildings  were  requested  to  obtain  the  advice  of  professional 
structural  engineers.  In  all  cases  the  engineers  concurred  with  our  findings 
and  suggested  remedial  measures  which  they  considered  necessary  to  make 
the  buildings  safe  for  public  occupancy.  Following  the  completion  of  these 
repairs  Certificates  of  Compliance  were  re-issued. 

In  those  arenas  where  structural  weaknesses  were  of  a  minor  nature, 
warnings  were  issued  to  watch  for  further  progression.  Recommendations 
were  also  made  to  consult  with  professional  structural  engineers  for  advice 
and  suggestions  for  checking  these  possible  defects. 

The  size  of  arena  structures  and  the  consequent  effect  of  the  elements 
on  them  make  frequent  inspections  necessary  to  at  all  times  maintain  a  factor 
of  public  safety. 

Five  fires  were  reported  during  the  year  involving  places  of  amusement. 
There  were  no  lives  lost  or  injuries  sustained  in  these  fires. 

PROJECTIONISTS'  LICENSING 

Thirty-two  candidates  attempted  examinations  for  projectionists 
licenses  during  the  year,  1959.  Of  these  25  passed  and  seven  failed.  A 
total  of  158  licenses  of  all  classes  was  issued  during  the  year  and,  as  at  the 
end  of  the  year  5,375  licenses  were  outstanding.  Of  these,  2,455  were  for 
narrow  gauge  (16  m.m.)  projection  machines  and  2,062  were  apprentice 
licenses. 
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ALBERTA  TRAVEL  BUREAU 
ANNUAL  REPORT 


Department  of  the  Provincial  Secretary 


GENERAL 


NALYSIS  of  Alberta's  tourist  statistics  for  1959  reveals  that  more  United 


Jr\  States  visitors  and  more  visitors  from  other  Canadian  provinces  spent 
their  vacations  in  Alberta  and  that  more  Alberta  residents  remained  in  Alberta 
for  their  vacations  than  in  any  previous  year.  As  in  1958  there  was  a  very 
marked  increase  in  the  use  of  comping  facilities. 

All  sources  of  information  having  reported,  compilation  of  the  statis¬ 
tics  shows  that  during  the  calendar  year  1959,  2,650,198  visitors  spent  a 
minimum  of  $66,950,720.00  as  compared  with  2,360,051*  visitors  who 
spent  $62,481,325.00  in  1958, 

The  increased  volume  of  tourist  traffic  created  a  larger  demand  for 
information  services  and  travel  literature. 

Tourist  accommodation  continued  not  only  to  grow  but  to  raise 
standards  of  facilities  and  services.  Standards  of  catering  also  continued  to 
improve  especially  in  the  cities  and  in  the  resort  areas.  The  first  survey  of 
motel  facilities  conducted  by  the  Alberta  Travel  Bureau  reveals  a  capital 
investment  of  about  $18,000,000.00  in  motel  facilities  alone. 

The  bureau  continued  its  vigorous  campaign  of  promotional  advertising 
and  publicity  in  Canadian  and  United  States  publications  and  utilized  the 
services  of  all  Alberta  television,  and  radio  stations,  daily  newspapers  and 
selected  weekly  newspapers  in  Alberta  during  its  annual  campaign  to  stimu¬ 
late  interest  in  the  tourist  industry  and  to  improve  standards  of  accommo¬ 
dation,  catering  and  roadside  services. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Saskatchewan  Travel  Bureau  an  information 
office  was  maintained  on  Highway  No.  16  near  Lloydminster  during  the 
tourist  season  in  space  supplied  by  the  Saskatchewan  government.  Reciproca¬ 
tion  was  effected  by  placing  a  Saskatchewan  representative  on  the  staff  of 
the  Medicine  Hat  information  office  operated  co-operatively  by  the  Alberta 
Travel  Bureau  and  the  Canadian  Rockies  Tourist  Association.  The  co¬ 
operative  promotional  effort  by  the  Alberta  Travel  Bureau  and  the  British 

* — Revised  January,  1960. 
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Columbia  Travel  Bureau  continued  on  an  equal  sharing  basis  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  a  representative  in  San  Francisco  and  for  displays  at  travel  and 
sport  shows  in  Minneapolis,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles  and  San  Diego.  In 
co-operation  with  Western  Air  Lines  and  the  Canadian  Consular  Services, 
travel  counsellors  from  the  Canadian  Consulates  in  San  Francisco  and  Los 
Angeles  were  given  a  familiarization  tour  which  covered  Alberta's  main 
highway  systems,  cities,  towns  and  resort  areas. 

Representatives  concerned  with  travel  promotion  from  Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan,  Alberta  and  British  Columbia  met  in  Calgary  during  January 
and  in  Edmonton  during  October  to  discuss  co-operative  promotional  efforts 
and  internal  administrative  problems,  the  principal  purpose  being  to  en¬ 
courage  more  eastern  Canadians  to  visit  western  Canada  via  the  Trans-Canada 
Highway.  The  Department  of  the  Provincial  Secretary  and  the  Travel  Bureau 
were  hosts  to  the  annual  convention  of  the  Canadian  Tourist  Association 
during  October.  The  Government  of  Alberta  was  represented  by  Mr.  E.  R. 
Hughes,  deputy  provincial  secretary  and  Mr.  Dan  E.  C.  Campbell,  travel 
director,  at  the  federal-provincial  conference  in  Ottawa.  The  Travel  Bureau 
worked  in  close  harmony  and  co-operation  with  the  Canadian  Rockies  Tourist 
Association  and  the  Alberta  Motor  Court  and  Resorts  Association  whose 
annual  meetings  were  attended  by  the  director. 

STATISTICS 

Through  the  kind  co-operation  of  Mr.  G.  H.  L.  Dempster,  supervisor 
of  Western  National  Parks  and  the  superintendents  of  each  national  park 
in  Alberta,  it  was  possible  to  obtain  detailed  statistics  of  automobile  traffic 
into  the  parks.  These  figures  showed  that  during  the  calendar  year  1959, 
770,214  cars  registered  at  national  parks  in  Alberta  and  at  Kootenay  and 
Yoho  which  are  the  western  gateways  to  Banff  National  Park.  Of  this  total 
79,740  cars  came  from  the  United  States  or  foreign  countries,  and  156,708 
came  from  provinces  other  than  Alberta.  The  traffic  peak  was  reached  in 
July  and  fell  off  slightly  in  August.  It  was  interesting  to  note  that  foreign 
business  in  June  was  almost  double  that  in  September  while  September 
proved  almost  as  popular  as  June  with  Canadian  visitors. 

Registration  records  were  kept  at  28  provincial  parks  and  showed  a  total 
of  876,759  visitors.  Records  were  not  kept  at  15  other  provincial  parks  nor 
at  provincial  camp  grounds.  Estimates  of  expenditures  showed  a  slight 
decrease  per  capita,  caused  no  doubt  by  the  fact  that  many  visitors  used 
camping  facilities. 

The  Travel  Bureau's  mobile  information  office  at  Deep  Creek  showed 
an  increase  in  registrations  but  those  operated  in  co-operation  with  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Rockies  Tourist  Association  at  St.  Mary's  and  Fort  Macleod  showed 
decreases.  The  total  registration  for  1959  at  these  bureaus,  and  the  new 
one  in  Lloydminster  totalled  59,584  in  1959  as  compared  to  67,1  10  in  1958. 
Visitors  to  the  Legislative  Building  in  1959  totalled  18,820  as  compared  with 
16,370  in  1958. 

LITERATURE 

Publications  during  the  year  included  official  Alberta  road  maps,  ABC 
maps  (produced  in  co-operation  with  British  Columbia),  accommodation 
booklet,  Colorful  Alberta  folders  containing  coupon,  Alberta  at  a  Glance,  a 
picture  book  in  full  color  "Alberta  Glorious  Family  Vacationland",  a  ski 


—  55 


folder,  booklet  on  winter  sports,  points  of  interest  booklet,  'Through  the 
Years",  "Fishing  in  Alberta"  and  the  Legislative  Tour  booklet,  and  an 
information  map  folder. 

LITERATURE  DISTRIBUTION 

A  total  of  867,678  pieces  of  literature  was  distributed  in  1959  as 
compared  with  790,655  pieces  in  1958.  The  1959  distribution  included 
288,400  official  road  maps,  92,900  ABC  road  maps,  125,000  accommodation 
booklets,  108,000  illustrated  booklets,  182,000  coupon  folders  and  17,182 
other  publications  including  fishing  regulations,  road  work  reports  issued 
weekly  during  the  summer  season,  and  various  types  of  other  special  literature 
including  promotional  folders  of  the  Calgary  Stampede  and  Exhibition,  the 
Edmonton  Exhibition,  district  rodeos,  Banff  Indian  Days,  or  produced  by 
chambers  of  commerce,  the  Motor  Court  and  Resort  Association,  the  Beach 
Association,  licensed  outfitters  and  others.  Included  in  the  total  were 
420,000  pieces  of  all  literature  shipped  in  bulk  from  the  distribution  centre 
in  Calgary  to  information  bureaus,  travel  agencies,  motor  associations  and 
chamber  of  commerce  offices  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

ACCOMMODATION 

The  number  of  motels  in  Alberta  increased  from  262  in  1958  to  281 
in  1959.  There  were  3,312  rental  units  in  1959  as  compared  with  2,963  in 
1958.  Thus  the  increase  totalled  19  motels  with  349  rental  units.  A 
significant  improvement  in  the  standards  of  motel  accommodations  was 
revealed  under  the  star  system  of  classification.  The  totals,  with  the  figures 
for  1958  in  brackets  were  as  follows:  4*,  1,590  (1,040);  3%  750  (843); 
2*,  287  (299);  1  *,  270  (398);  0*,  415  (349).  The  inspection  was  completed 
in  1959  but  34  units  remained  uninspected  in  1958.  Analysis  of  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  accommodation  in  1959  showed  that  122  motels,  with  2,089  units 
were  located  in  cities  and  that  159  motels  with  1,223  units  were  located  in 
towns,  villages,  etc.  By  districts  the  summary  showed  that  in  the  region 
north  of  Red  Deer  there  were  121  motels  with  1,229  rental  units  and  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  province,  including  Red  Deer,  there  were  161  motels  with 
2,083  rental  units. 

A  total  of  243  campsites  was  in  operation  during  1959  and  included 
43  provincial  parks,  112  campsites  established  by  the  Department  of  High¬ 
ways,  38  on  the  Conservation  Road  within  the  forest  reserves  and  30  in  the 
national  parks  in  Alberta. 

CO-OPERATIVE  EFFORTS 

In  co-operation  with  the  British  Columbia  Travel  Bureau,  Mr.  Arthur 
R.  Peers  continued  to  represent  Alberta  and  British  Columbia  on  promotional 
work  throughout  the  western  United  States  and  with  headquarters  at  San 
Francisco.  Mr.  Peers  reported  that  major  travel  offices  in  this  area  received 
a  larger  number  of  enquiries  than  in  previous  years  for  information  on  travel 
to  British  Columbia  and  Alberta  and  that  this  was  in  contrast  with  enquiries 
for  other  regions  which  registered  a  decline.  Development  of  new  camping 
areas  coupled  with  added  activities  and  attractions  in  their  own  states  kept 
many  United  States  motorists  at  home.  Mr.  Peers  reported  a  noticeable 
increase  in  the  number  of  Albertans  and  British  Columbians  who  visited 
California  with  a  view  to  promoting  their  own  phases  of  the  tourist  industry. 
Mr.  Peers  arranged  for  the  visit  of  two  representatives  from  the  San  Francisco 
consulate  and  one  from  the  Los  Angeles  consulate  to  come  to  Alberta  on 
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familiarization  tours  and  he  gave  assistance  to  a  number  of  writers  who  came 
to  these  provinces  in  search  of  story  material.  He  lectured  extensively 
throughout  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington,  attended  travel  shows  at 
Minneapolis,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles  and  San  Diego,  and  kept  information 
bureaus,  motor  associations,  chambers  of  commerce  and  others  adequately 
supplied  with  Alberta  road  maps  and  literature. 

Representatives  of  the  four  western  provinces  meeting  in  Calgary 
during  January  discussed  ways  and  means  of  co-operating  to  publicize  the 
Trans-Canada  Highway  through  the  western  provinces  and  to  attract  a  larger 
number  of  eastern  Canadians  to  Western  Canada.  The  possibility  of  placing 
a  western  Canada  display  in  the  Toronto  Sportsman  and  Outdoor  Show  was 
discussed  at  that  time  and  also  at  another  meeting  in  Edmonton  during 
October. 


MOTION  PICTURES 

The  film  and  photographic  branch  of  the  department  produced  a  new 
motion  picture  "Hunting  the  Foothill  Flyways"  in  color  and  sound  for  the 
Travel  Bureau  during  1959  for  distribution  in  1960. 
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APPENDIX 


1959 

REPORT 

of 

THE  GEOGRAPHIC  BOARD  OF  ALBERTA 


Appointed  by 

ORDER  IN  COUNCIL  254-46 

Dated  February  6,  1946,  and  further  regulated  by 
The  Geographical  Names  Act,  1949. 


The  reports  of  the  board  for  the  years  1946  to  1958  are 
contained  in  the  Second  to  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Reports 
of  the  Department  of  Economic  Affairs  of  the  Province  of 
Alberta. 
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MEMBERS 


of  the 

GEOGRAPHIC  BOARD  OF  ALBERTA,  1959 


Professor  Morden  H.  Long,  M.A.,  F.R.S.C.,  Chairman. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Holmgren,  B.A.,  B.L.S., 

Provincial  Librarian,  Secretary,  (From  July  15,  1959). 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Gostick, 

(Provincial  Librarian  and  Secretary  to  July  15,  1959). 
Mr.  John  H.  Holloway,  M.Sc. 

Mr.  Duncan  R.  Innes,  M.A. 

Mr.  Carl  W.  Lester,  D.L.S.,  A.L.S.,  Director  of  Surveys. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GEOGRAPHIC  BOARD  OF  ALBERTA 
February,  1960. 


The  Honourable  A.  R.  Patrick, 
Provincial  Secretary, 

Edmonton,  Alberta. 


Honourable  Sir, 

We  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  report  of  the  Geographic 
Board  of  Alberta  for  the  year  1959. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ERIC  J.  HOLMGREN, 

Secretary. 

MORDEN  H.  LONG, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GEOGRAPHIC 
BOARD  OF  ALBERTA 


For  the  Year  1959 
NATURE  OF  THE  BOARD'S  DUTIES 

THE  duties  of  the  Geographic  Board  of  Alberta  include  the  collecting, 
recording,  and  collating  of  information  regarding  geographical  names  in 
Alberta,  consultation  with  and  advice  to  governmental  departments  (both 
federal  and  provincial),  municipalities,  railway  companies,  and  other  bodies 
and  persons  concerned  with  the  selection  of  place  names,  and  collaboration 
with  the  Canadian  Board  on  Geographical  Names  with  respect  to  the  choice 
of  new  geographical  names,  the  elimination  of  alternative  and  duplicate 
names  and  desirable  changes  in  the  spelling  of  names.  The  following  is  a 
short  resume  of  the  board's  performance  of  these  duties  during  the  year 
1959. 


RETIREMENT  OF  MRS.  E.  H.  GOSTICK 

On  July  15,  Mrs.  Gostick  retired  after  19  years  as  provincial  librarian. 
She  had  also  acted  as  Secretary  to  the  Geographic  Board  since  its  inception 
in  1946.  At  the  June  meeting  of  the  board  the  members  of  the  board  pre¬ 
sented  her  with  a  gift  in  recognition  of  her  years  of  devoted  service.  The 
secretarial  duties  following  Mrs.  Gostick's  retirement  were  assumed  by  Mr. 
E.  J.  Holmgren  who  succeeded  Mrs.  Gostick  as  provincial  librarian. 

THE  GAZETTER  OF  ALBERTA 

In  1958  the  Canadian  Board  on  Geographical  Names  published  the 
Gazetter  of  Alberta.  This  volume  is  a  comprehensive  listing  of  all  geo¬ 
graphical  features  within  the  province  and  their  location.  However,  it  is 
necessary  that  such  a  publication  be  kept  up  to  date  and  to  achieve  this  the 
first  supplement  was  published  in  1959  by  the  office  of  the  Provincial  Director 
of  Surveys.  It  is  hoped  to  continue  this  annually. 

REVISION  OF  THE  PUBLICATION  "PLACE  NAMES  OF  ALBERTA" 

It  is  some  31  years  since  the  publication  "Place  Names  of  Alberta" 
appeared,  giving  the  derivation  of  the  names  of  geographical  features  in  the 
province.  The  need  for  a  new  edition  has  become  imperative.  Mention  has 
been  made  in  previous  annual  reports  to  the  effect  that  it  was  hoped  to  include 
this  with  the  gazetteer  but  unfortunately  this  has  not  been  possible. 
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For  some  time  Mr.  B.  J.  Prest,  formerly  of  the  surveys  branch,  has  been 
working  on  the  revision  of  "Place  Names  of  Alberta".  However,  he  has  been 
obliged  to  discontinue  this  work  owing  to  reasons  of  health.  It  is  hoped  to 
continue  this  revision  with  other  aid. 


THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  CANADIAN  BOARD  ON  GEOGRAPHICAL  NAMES 

Considerable  importance  is  attached  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Canadian  Board  on  Geographical  Names  held  in  Ottawa.  The  1959  meeting 
was  held  on  January  27  and  was  attended  by  Mrs.  E.  H.  Gostick  who  was  then 
secretary  of  the  board  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Lester  who  was  in  Ottawa  at  the  time. 

The  discussions  at  this  annual  meeting  chiefly  concerned  matters  of 
nomenclature  with  each  representative  presenting  specific  items  for  dis¬ 
cussion  The  revision  of  gazetteers  and  changes  in  names  appearing  in 
gazetteers  received  some  attention. 

Since  one  gazetteer  is  being  produced  annually,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
revision  of  one  of  the  provincial  gazetters  be  carried  out  each  year.  Mrs. 
Gostick  noted  that  the  Alberta  Board  proposed  to  publish  yearly  supplements 
to  the  Alberta  Gazetteer, 

Mrs.  Gostick  conveyed  a  message  of  appreciation  from  the  Honourable 
J.  J.  Bowlen,  then  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Alberta,  for  the  honour  bestowed 
on  him  by  the  adoption  of  the  name  Mount  Bowlen. 

The  chairman  of  the  Canadian  Board  on  Geographical  Names  expressed 
his  thanks  to  Mrs.  Gostick  for  her  contribution  to  the  work  of  the  board  as 
her  retirement  was  then  pending. 

Attached  is  a  list  of  adopted  names,  changes  in  names,  and  rescinded 
names  approved  by  the  Alberta  board  during  1959. 
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